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Welcome Message
Dear Annual Meeting Participant,
Thank you for joining us at the National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention’s
13th Annual Meeting! We are eager to share the newest strategies and most effective
practices to reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease and address health disparities
within communities.
We are excited about this year’s presenters as they include experts and leaders from
major national health-advocacy organizations, government health agencies and
private companies that work to improve cardiovascular health. Their presentations focus
on how their organizations built partnerships that drove action to advance the ABCS
(appropriate Aspirin use, Blood pressure control, Cholesterol management, and Smoking
cessation)of heart disease and stroke prevention. They will also focus on the great work
we’ve done this year, including:
• The launch of the Stronger Hearts™ Helpline, a free, 24/7, telephone support service
for heart failure patients and their caregivers in San Bernardino County, Calif.
• Hosting the largest U.S.-based World Heart Day efforts in Green Bay, Indianapolis,
New Orleans, Chicago and Oakland
• Convened experts in cholesterol, patient advocacy and health to shape an
innovative strategy that raises public awareness about the importance of
cholesterol management
Our Annual Meeting is at the heart of the National Forum’s work. Now in its 13th year, this
gathering will provide new ideas and insights you can use to prevent heart disease and
stroke. We gratefully recognize the members of the Planning Committee for all of their
contributions, as well as the American Heart Association, AstraZeneca, Boston Scientific,
Regeneron and Sanofi for their generous sponsorship of the Annual Meeting.
We look forward to working with you during – and after – this gathering.
Thank you,

Sharon Moffat, RN, BSN, MS
Board President
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John M. Clymer
Executive Director

About This Year’s Meeting
The National Forum’s Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. brings together leaders in
cardiovascular health from the public, private and nonprofit sectors to share strategies
for preventing heart disease and stroke. This one-day event showcases how organizations
that focus on cardiovascular health can collaborate for success and features the results of
campaigns and pilot programs from around the country.
The National Forum’s 13th Annual Meeting will focus on advancing the ABCS (appropriate
Aspirin use, Blood pressure control, Cholesterol management, and Smoking cessation) of
heart disease and stroke prevention. Presenters will focus on how organizations mobilized the
strengths of their partners to develop and implement heart disease and stroke prevention
initiatives that work. Presenters will also outline the steps they took to improve the heart
health of patients and their communities.
The National Forum’s 13th Annual Meeting will bring together representatives from more
than 70 organizations, including individuals from national and international organizations,
government, industry, research and healthcare institutions, advocacy, faith-based, and
community-based organizations. The meeting will inspire, challenge, and motivate all of us to
take action to prevent heart disease and stroke so that they will no longer be the no. 1 killer
of Americans by 2020.
Annual Meeting Planning Committee
The 13th Annual Meeting Planning Committee includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sharon Moffatt, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (Chair)
Jill Ceitlin, American Heart Association
Jay Glasser, Medicine and the Public Health Initiative
Erica Haller-Stevenson, National Association of County & City Health Officials
Virginia J. Howard, University of Alabama at Birmingham
Randahl Kirkendall, ICF International
Julia Schneider, National Association of Chronic Disease Directors
April Wallace, American Heart Association
Dave Zook, FaegreBD Consulting
National Forum Team: Erica Ballard, John Clymer, Julie Harvill, Sharyse Porter,
Jennifer Smith, Stacy Fentress
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Opening Session
Opening Remarks
9:00 - 9:10 a.m.
John M. Clymer, Executive Director, National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention

Plenary Sessions: Advancing
the ABCS of Prevention
Plenary Session I: Highlights from Impactful Collaborative Initiatives
9:10 - 10:15 a.m.
Together, everyone achieves more. It’s an adage that rings especially true for those of us
working in heart disease and stroke prevention. Working on teams – or collaborating for
high impact – allows us to devise more creative, effective solutions and to reach more
people in the fight to prevent heart disease and stroke. By working together, we can
save and improve more lives.
Participants will identify the steps and processes involved in engaging in high impact
collaborative initiatives. Collaborations highlighted in this session have produced
environmental change, systems change, and measurable health results.

Facilitator:
Sharon Moffatt, RN, BSN, MS, Chief of Health Promotion and Disease Prevention,
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)

Presenters:
Business Lead Collective Impact Improves Community Health
Becky Lyons, MS, SPHR, Director, Health & Wellness, Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
ASTHO Hypertension Learning Collaborative
Lisa Waddell, MD, MPH, Chief Program Officer, Community Health & Prevention,
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
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Indian Health Service Million Hearts Intensive Collaborative of the ABCS
CAPT Karla Hackett RN, BSN, MHA, Collaborative Director, Improving Patient Care,
Indian Health Service, U.S. Public Health Service

Plenary Session II: Preventive Use of Aspirin
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
Million Hearts® Getting to Goal*
Intervention

2009-2010
Measure Value

2017 Target

Clinical Target

Aspirin for those at risk

54%

65%

70%

*People who have had a heart attack and stroke who are taking aspirin

Appropriate use of aspirin has been identified as a way to reduce adults risk for a
heart attack or stroke. In fact, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recently released
recommendations on aspirin use for individuals 50 years of age or older as evidence
suggests that a low-dose can lower one’s risk for a cardiac episode.
Through this session, participants will be able to define appropriate aspirin use, outline
the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force’s draft recommendation, and describe one
key component of the Council on Aspirin’s Aspirin Project and one key component
Minnesota’s Ask About Aspirin initiative.

Facilitator:

Jason M. M. Spangler MD, MPH, FACPM, Executive Director, Medical Policy, Amgen Inc.

Presenters:
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force’s Recommendations on Aspirin
Robert McNellis, MPH, PA, Medical Officer and Senior Advisor for Primary Care,
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Providing Aspirin Leadership at the National and State Levels
David Zauche, Senior Program Manager, Altarum Institute
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Plenary Session III: Blood Pressure Control
1:00 – 2:00 p.m.
Million Hearts® Getting to Goal*
Intervention

2009-2010
Measure Value

2017 Target

Clinical Target

Blood pressure control

52%

65%

70%

*People with hypertension who have adequately controlled blood pressure

In the last year years, great strides have been made in blood press control. This is due, in large
part, because of Million Hearts® and its Hypertension Control Champions. Champions, which
include clinicians, practices, and health systems, have achieved hypertension control rates
greater than 70% are eligible to enter.
In this session, participants will learn how a Hypertension Control Challenge Champion
implemented evidence-based strategies in the clinic setting that helped patients control their
high blood pressure. They will also learn how the Hypertension Control Change Package for
Clinicians provides process improvements ambulatory clinical settings can implement as they
seek optimal hypertension control.

Facilitator:
Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA, Professor of Clinical Medicine,
Tulane University School of Medicine

Presenters:
A New Model to Move the Dial on Hypertension
Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA, Professor of Clinical Medicine,
Tulane University School of Medicine
A Hypertension Challenge Champion Success Story
Cindy Ferrara RN, MS, Manager, System Quality, Essentia Health
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Plenary Session IV: Cholesterol Control
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Million Hearts® Getting to Goal*
Intervention

2009-2010
Measure Value

2017 Target

Clinical Target

Cholesterol management

33%

65%

70%

*People with high cholesterol who are effectively managed

Cholesterol continues to be one of the two of the top controllable risk factors for
coronary heart disease, heart attack and stroke. Yet, many Americans are not actively
managing their cholesterol as they are unaware of cholesterol’s role in heart disease
and stroke prevention.
In this session, participants will learn how organizations have implemented evidencebased strategies that successfully educate and engage patients’ in managing and
controlling their cholesterol levels.

Facilitator:
Janet Wright, MD, FACC, Executive Director, Million Hearts®

Presenters:
Finding and Treating FH (Familial Hypercholesterolemia)
Catherine Davis Ahmed, MBA, FH Advocate and Director of Outreach,
The FH Foundation
Implementation of New Guidelines to Detect and Control High Cholesterol
Jennifer G. Robinson, MD, MPH, FAHA, Professor of Epidemiology and Medicine,
and Director, Prevention Intervention Center, University of Iowa
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Plenary Session V: Smoking Cessation and Prevention
3:15 – 4:10 p.m.
Some of the most successful and impactful strategies to reduce heart attacks and strokes
include preventing persons from starting to smoke and steering them away from tobacco
alternative products like e-cigarettes.
Participants will learn how organizations implemented evidence-based smoking cessation
strategies to reduce tobacco use among youth and adults in the U.S.

Facilitator:
David R. Zook, JD, FaegreBD Consulting

Presenters:
Building on 50 Years of Tobacco Control Progress
Nichole Veatch, Vice President, Research, Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids
What’s Happening in the World of Tobacco Control Today?
David Zauche, Senior Program Manager, Altarum Institute

Closing Session
Closing Remarks
4:10 - 4:25 p.m.
Heart Health Leadership from America’s Mayors
The Honorable James J. Schmitt, Mayor, City of Green Bay, Wisconsin

Call to Action
4:25 - 4:30 p.m.
John M. Clymer, Executive Director, National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention
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Notes
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National Forum Awards
The National Forum annually recognizes individuals and organizations that have helped
advance heart disease and stroke prevention above and beyond the norm. The Awards
are presented at the National Forum’s Annual Meeting. For more information, please
visit: http://www.nationalforum.org/about/national-forum-awards.
National Forum Heart Healthy Stroke Free Awards
Presented to an individual and a group whose work embodies the recommendations of
A Public Health Action Plan to Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke.
National Forum Public Policy Awards
Recognizes an individual and a group that have been effective in advancing policy
change that reduces the heart disease and stroke burden on a national, state, or local
level.
National Forum Commitment Award
Given to an individual who has made outstanding contributions to the National Forum.
Past Award Recipients
The following awards were given during the 2009 - 2014 National Forum Annual Meetings:
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National Forum Heart Healthy Stroke Free Award (Organization & Individual)
2014:
Individual: Joshua M. Sharfstein, MD
Organization: City of Chicago Department of Public Health
2013:
Individual: George A. Mensah, MD, FACC
Organization: American Medical Group Foundation - Measure Up/ Pressure Down
2012:
Individual: Thomas A. Pearson, MD, MPH, PhD
Organization: New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene
2011:
Individual: Darwin R. Labarthe, MD, MPH, PhD
Organization: National Prevention, Health Promotion, and Public Health Council
2010:
Individual: Libby Puckett, PT
Organization: National Association of Chronic Disease Directors
2009:
Organization: Great Lakes Regional Stroke Free Network
Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and Wisconsin

National Forum Public Policy Award (Organization & Individual)
2014:
Individual: Ashley G. Bell
Organization: National League of Cities
2013:
Individual: Senator Tom Harkin
Organization: ChangeLab Solutions
2012:
Individual: Thomas R. Frieden, MD, MPH
Individual: Donald M. Berwick, MD, MPP, FRCP
Organization: American Public Health Association
2011:
Individual: Anne C. Goldberg, MD
Organization: Partnership for Prevention
2010:
Individual: David Goff, MD, PhD, FACP, FAHA
Organization: Trust for America’s Health
2009:
Individual: William Caplan, MD
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National Forum Commitment Award
2014:
Margaret O. Casey, RN, MPH
2013:
Mark Schoeberl, MPA
2012:
Sharon Moffatt, RN, BSN, MS
2011:
Jill Birnbaum, JD
2010:
Jay H. Glasser, PhD, MS, FRIPH, FFPH
2009:
Tim Hutchinson, MSW, MPA

National Forum Chair Recognition Award
2014:
Winnie Ballard
2013:
Alexander White, JD, MPH
Stephen Sydney, MD, MPH, FAHA
2012:
Franz Fanuka
2011:
Peg O’Connell, JD
Mike Greenwell
2010:
Janelle Peralez Gunn
Julie Harvill, MPA, MPH
2009:
Phillip Poole-Wilson, MD
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Speaker Bios
Catherine Davis Ahmed, MBA
FH Advocate and Director of Outreach for The FH Foundation
Catherine (Cat) Davis Ahmed is an FH Advocate and Director of
Outreach for the FH Foundation, where she works with individuals
with Familial Hypercholesterolemia and the doctors, nurse
practitioners, and genetic counselors who treat them to raise
awareness of familial hypercholesterolemia and advocate for
better diagnosis and treatment. The FH Foundation is a non-profit,
patient-centered, research and advocacy organization dedicated
to increasing the rate of early diagnosis and encouraging proactive
treatment of FH in order to prevent heart disease. Cat holds an
MBA from the Yale School of Management.

Keith C Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA, FNLA, FASH
Professor of Clinical Medicine, Tulane University School of Medicine
Keith C Ferdinand, MD, is Professor of Clinical Medicine at the
Tulane University School of Medicine. He is board-certified in
internal medicine and cardiovascular disease, certified in the
subspecialty of nuclear cardiology, and a specialist in clinical
hypertension certified by the American Society of Hypertension.
Dr. Ferdinand is Immediate Past Chair of the National Forum for
Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention. As an investigator, Dr. Ferdinand
has conducted numerous trials and widely published in the
fields of cardiology, cardiovascular disease, lipids and cardio
metabolic risk, especially in racial and ethnic minorities. In 2015,
he was the Editor of the book, “Hypertension in High Risk African
Americans”, published by Springer. In 2004, Dr. Ferdinand received
the Louis B. Russell, Jr. Memorial Award of the American Heart Association and the Walter M.
Booker Community Service Award of the Association of Black Cardiologists. In 2010, he was
recognized by the Congressional Black Caucus Health Trust with an award for journalism,
as well as the Charles Drew award for medical excellence in conjunction with the National
Minority Quality Foundation. Most recently, in 2015, Dr. Ferdinand was inducted into the
Association of University Cardiologists.
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Cindy Ferrara RN, MS
Manager, System Quality, Essentia Health
Cindy Ferrara is a manager in System Quality at Essentia Health
headquartered in Duluth, MN. Essentia is an integrated health
system serving patients in Minnesota, Wisconsin, North Dakota and
Idaho and is accredited as an Accountable Care Organization by
the National Committee for Quality Assurance. Cindy is responsible
for providing project oversight for numerous quality initiatives
in ambulatory care including anticoagulation, immunizations,
hypertension, CRC screening, depression, and tobacco cessation.
She is actively involved in leading system change and the
establishment of evidence-based standards of care throughout the
67 clinics in the Essentia system. Cindy received her BSN from the
University of Illinois Medical Center in Chicago and has a Master’s
Degree in Health Service Administration.

Karla Hackett RN, BSN, MHA
Collaborative Director, Improving Patient Care, Indian Health Service, U.S. Public Health Service
CAPT Karla Hackett of the U.S. Public Health Service is a member of the
Cheyenne River Sioux tribe and was born and raised on the reservation
near Eagle Butte, SD. She currently provides leadership in promotion,
coordination and implementation of the IPC program. CAPT Hackett
has served IHS as a nurse for 24 years in various capacities. Before
coming to Headquarters in 2014, she has served as Director of Nurses
at Ft. Thompson (SD) IHS Clinic from 2009 to 2013. It was here that CAPT
Hackett became passionate about the IPC Program and the great
improvements it can make in the lives of patients as well as health
care professionals. Prior to that, she served IHS in Rapid city, SD (Sioux
San Hospital), Phoenix, AZ (Phoenix Indian Medical Center), Tuba City,
AZ (Tuba City HIS Hospital), and Whiteriver, AZ (Whiteriver PHS Indian Hospital). Her experience as
a nurse includes OBGYN, emergency room, medical floor and supervisory positions. In addition,
she has significant experience working in private sector hospitals. CAPT Hackett earned her
BSN from South Dakota State University in 1982 and her Masters in Health Administration from the
University of Phoenix in 2008.
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Susan M. Liss
Executive Director, Campaign For Tobacco-Free Kids
Ms. Liss was democracy program director of the Brennan Center
for Justice at New York University Law School and has served as
special counsel to Vice President Al Gore and as chief of staff for
Tipper Gore. She was also director of federal and state relations for
Massachusetts under Democratic Gov. Deval Patrick. Ms. Liss was
deputy assistant attorney general at the Justice Department under
President. She has been an Executive Director at Campaign For
Tobacco-Free Kids since 2011. She graduated from Georgetown
University Law Center, JD, Law, 1975 – 1977 and University of
Michigan, BA, English, History, Education, 1971 – 1973.

Becky Lyons, MS, SPHR
Director, Health & Wellness, Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
Becky Lyons, MS, SPHR, is the Director of Health and Wellness at
Wegmans Food Markets, where her team is responsible for designing
and implementing health care and wellness programs that support
Wegmans’ goal of helping their people to live healthier, better lives.
Becky has been with Wegmans for 21 years, the last 16 in Employee
Benefits. In addition to her role at Wegmans, Becky represents
Wegmans on the Rochester Business Alliance’s Health Care Planning
Team. Our local Chamber of Commerce, the Rochester Business
Alliance has convened a group of professionals from the region’s
largest employers to address issues relating to health care quality,
affordability and accessibility in our community. This group’s current
priority, in a partnership with the Finger Lakes Health Systems
Agency, is a multi-stakeholder collaborative focused on preventing and improving treatment
for individuals with high blood pressure in the Rochester community. Becky also serves as
Chair of the Community Technology Assessment Advisory Board (CTAAB). An advisory board,
CTAAB evaluates health provider requests to add new technology or make major capital
expenditures, weighed against medical evidence and anticipated community need.
CTAAB’s recommendations are provided to our areas insurers to inform coverage decisions
for these new services or facilities. Additionally, Becky serves on the advisory board for the
Wegmans School of Health and Nutrition at Rochester Institute of Technology, is a member
of the Corporate Board of Directors for the Greater Rochester YMCA, and is a member
of the Management Committee of the Greater Rochester Regional Health Information
Organization.
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Bob McNellis, MPH, PA
Senior Advisor for Primary Care, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
Bob McNellis has been the Senior Advisor for Primary Care at the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) since November
2012. He was a Visiting Senior Scholar at AHRQ from 2011 to 2012
serving as a medical officer supporting the U.S. Preventive Services
Task Force. Previously, McNellis spent 12 years at the American
Academy of Physician Assistants, most recently as Vice President for
Science and Public Health. He completed a fellowship in primary
health care policy in 2003. From 1992-2000 McNellis was on faculty at
the George Washington University (GW) Physician Assistant Program.
While at GW he served as director of research, academic coordinator
and acting director. McNellis graduated from GW’s PA program and
worked as a PA in a variety of clinical and research settings.

Sharon Moffatt, RN, BSN, MS
Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
(ASTHO)
Sharon Moffatt is the Chief of Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention for The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials.
ASTHO is the national nonprofit organization representing the state
and territorial public health agencies of the United States, the U.S.
Territories, and the District of Columbia. ASTHO’s members, the chief
health officials of these jurisdictions, are dedicated to formulating
and influencing sound public health policy, and to assuring
excellence in state-based public health practice. Prior to her work
at the national level, Sharon served for two years as Commissioner
of Health for the Vermont Department of Health. In addition, she
served for two Governors, as the Deputy Commissioner of Health. As
Health Commissioner, Sharon led the state public-private executive
committee in the strategic development and implementation
of Vermont’s health reform, the Blueprint for Health. Governor Douglas appointed her in
the summer of 2009 to the Vermont Health Reform Commission. Since 1997, Sharon has
been an adjunct Assistant Professor at the University of Vermont, College of Nursing and
Allied Health. As a public health leader for over 25 years, Ms. Moffatt has lead policy and
program planning in the areas of public health nursing, environmental health, refugee
health, maternal child health, injury prevention and chronic disease. Throughout her public
health career, she has worked closely with a wide variety of health professionals and key
community partners to systematically improve the health of our citizens.
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Thomas A. Pearson, MD, MHP, PhD
Professor and Executive Vice-President for Research and Education, University of Florida
Health Sciences Center
Dr. Pearson received his Doctor of Medicine, Master in Public
Health, and Doctor of Philosophy in cardiovascular epidemiology,
all from The Johns Hopkins University, where he also completed
residencies in preventive medicine and internal medicine and a
fellowship in cardiology. He holds board certifications in Internal
Medicine, Preventive Medicine, and Clinical Lipidology. Dr. Pearson
is a Fellow of the American Heart Association, American College
of Cardiology, the American College of Preventive Medicine, and
the American College of Physicians. Dr. Pearson has served as a
member and chair of important committees of the National Heart,
Lung, and Blood Institute, the Institute of Medicine, the American
Heart Association, and the American College of Cardiology. For the
National Forum for Prevention of Heart Disease & Stroke, he serves
as Chair-elect of its Coordinating Board. He currently chairs the Guideline Implementation
Working Group as part of the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute’s Guideline
Development Program. He also is a member of the Advisory Group for the 2010 U.S. Dietary
Guidelines. He has lectured and published extensively in the prevention of cardiovascular
disease, at the patient, healthcare system, community, and public policy levels.

Jennifer G. Robinson, MD, MPH
Professor in the Departments of Epidemiology and Medicine (Division of Cardiology), and
Director of the Prevention Intervention Center at the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
Dr. Robinson was Vice-Chair for the 2013 American Heart Association/
American College of Cardiology Cholesterol Guidelines (formerly
known as the National Cholesterol Education Program Adult
Treatment Panel IV) and a member of the 2013 American Heart
Association/American College of Cardiology Risk Reduction
Guidelines (formerly known as the National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute Risk Reduction Working Group). She is currently the Chair for
the National Forum Cholesterol Initiative. She is also a diplomate of the
American Boards of Internal Medicine and Clinical Lipidology, and a
Fellow of the American Heart Association.
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James J. Schmitt
Mayor, Green Bay, Wisconsin
James J. Schmitt was elected the 41st Mayor of Green Bay in
April 2003; he was re-elected in April 2007, April 2011, and again
in April 2015. He is presently the second longest serving Mayor in
Green Bay’s history. Schmitt is a graduate of St. Norbert College
and Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government’s
Senior Executives in State and Local Government. Schmitt and
Dona, his wife of more than 25 years, reside in the City’s historic
Astor Neighborhood where they have raised daughters Anna,
Greta, and Laura. Mayor Schmitt serves on the Advisory Board of
both the U.S. Conference of Mayors and the League of Wisconsin
Municipalities. In the private sector, Schmitt was president of Famis
Manufacturing Inc. and received the Green Bay Area Chamber of
Commerce Small Business Entrepreneur of the Year award.

Erica Taylor, PhD, MPH
Policy Data Analyst, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and Minority Health Lead
for Million Hearts®
Erica Taylor is currently a data and policy analyst at the CMS
Innovations Center where she serves as an expert on program
evaluation and as the minority health lead for Million Hearts®, a
national initiative under the Department of Health and Human
Services, to prevent one million heart attacks and strokes by 2017.
During her tenure at CMS, Dr. Taylor also served as a data analyst
for the durable medical equipment, prosthesis, orthotics and
supplies (DMEPOS) competitive bidding program and as an analyst
for nursing home survey and certification. Before coming to CMS,
she worked for the State of Maryland as an evaluation specialist at
the AIDS Administration and as a research analyst for InterGroup
Services, Inc. Currently Dr. Taylor serves on the executive board of
the National Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS) and on the advisory council of
the Baltimore Racial Justice Action (BRJA). She is also a member of several other professional
organizations including the Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM),
the American Evaluation Association (AEA) and the Brown Club of Greater Baltimore.
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Lisa Waddell, MD, MPH,
Chief, Community Health and Prevention, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
(ASTHO)
Dr. Lisa F. Waddell has been the Chief Program Officer for Community
Health and Prevention team for the Association of State and
Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) since January 2014. In this role, Dr.
Waddell serves as a member of ASTHO’s Executive Management
Team, and reports directly to the Executive Director. She oversees
ASTHO’s policy and programmatic activities related to chronic
disease and health promotion, maternal and child health, and
performance and quality improvement. She serves as a liaison
with senior officials at CDC and HRSA, national organizations, and
affiliates to maintain communication regarding current and future
ASTHO strategic priorities. As Chief, she is responsible for monitoring
and improving ASTHO’s performance with the requirements of all
cooperative agreements, grants, and contracts in these areas.
Prior to joining ASTHO, Dr. Waddell served as the Deputy Commissioner for Health Services
and the Director of Preventive Health Services with the South Carolina Department of Health
and Environmental Control. She has extensive experience in health policy as well as program
development and implementation; and state experience in leading and supporting statewide
public/private partnerships particularly in the maternal and child health arena. She co-led
a statewide task force that was the precursor to the establishment of the SC Birth Defects
Program. She was instrumental in the reestablishment of the Oral Health Program and provided
sustained leadership to ensure a successful collaborative program. She also championed the
development of a state infant mortality reduction plan and ensured participation and support of
the CoIIN work. In addition to her maternal and child health (MCH) experiences, Dr. Waddell has
provided leadership and managerial oversight over all aspects of the state health department
including areas such as immunizations, family planning, MCH epidemiology, policy/performance
improvement, tobacco prevention, physical activity and nutrition, other chronic diseases,
minority health, and many other areas. Dr. Waddell received her Bachelors in Biology from the
University of Virginia, her medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia, and her Master of
Public Health degree from the University of North Carolina, School of Public Health. She is Board
Certified in Preventive Medicine and Public Health.
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Janet S. Wright MD, FACC
Executive Director, Million Hearts®
Janet Wright is the Executive Director of Million Hearts, leading
this HHS initiative on behalf of CDC and CMS. From May 2008 –
September 2011, Dr. Wright served as Senior Vice President for
Science and Quality at the American College of Cardiology (ACC).
The division she led at the ACC encompasses the clinical guidelines,
performance measures, health policy statements, and appropriate
use criteria; quality improvement projects like Door to Balloon (D2B)
and Hospital to Home (H2H); and the National Cardiovascular Data
Registry, a suite of databases containing over 12 million patient
records in both inpatient and outpatient care settings. Prior to joining
the ACC, Dr. Wright spent many years in practice in Chico, California.
Dr. Wright served on the ACC’s Board of Trustees and chaired the
Task Force on Performance Assessment, Recognition, Reinforcement,
Reward, and Reporting. She was a member of NCQA’s Clinical Programs Committee and
of the Quality Alliance Steering Committee. She served on the board of the Center for
Information Therapy, a non-profit organization committed to the provision of personalized
health information during each healthcare encounter. From 2003 until moving to
Washington, Dr. Wright served as a founding member of the Independent Citizens’ Oversight
Committee, the 29 person board charged with administering the California Institute for
Regenerative Medicine. Her primary interests are the design and implementation of systems
of care to achieve optimal outcomes for patients and the full deployment of hooks, tricks,
and cues that help people get and stay healthy.

David Zauche
Senior Program Manager, Altarum Institute
Mr. Zauche joined the staff of Altarum Institute in 2015. He manages
the activities of the Council on Aspirin for Health and Prevention,
a group of public health and medical specialists whose goal is to
increase the proper use of aspirin to improve health. The Council
serves as a forum for scientific review and guidance development,
focusing on an evidence-based approach to improving the
patterns of aspirin use: increasing use in those who would benefit
while cautioning against aspirin use in those unlikely to benefit. Mr.
Zauche also manages Action ToQuit, a tobacco control policy
program dedicated to reducing death, disease and cost through
communication, education and advocacy. The Action ToQuit
Network is a nationwide alliance of more than 2,000 leaders and
advocates who receive daily communications announcing breaking
tobacco control news, federal and state issues, and the latest research.
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David R. Zook, JD
Chair, FaegreBD Consulting
Dave Zook is an advisor to the private and public sectors on
federal budgetary, legislative and regulatory matters. His practice
focuses on public policy and funding initiatives in the health, higher
education and research arenas. As Chair of FaegreBD Consulting,
he leads the development of the firm’s interdisciplinary, sectorfocused services. In addition, Dave serves as the office leader of
the Washington, DC office of Faegre Baker Daniels LLP. Dave has a
two-decade record of client accomplishments with Congress and
the Executive Branch. He has directed complex federal relations
initiatives for private sector companies, trade and voluntary
associations, hospitals, universities and local governments. Several
of those projects have involved building and operating nationwide
coalitions. Dave’s background includes serving as associate counsel
to the U.S. House Appropriations Committee where he focused on research programs
across the National Labs. Dave also worked in legislative and communications positions
for two members of Congress. Later, he served as a senior executive of a national health
organization where he established a public policy group. Dave is Secretary-Treasurer for the
National Forum’s Board of Directors.

22

Annual Meeting Attendees
October 14, 2015

J. Alexis Abrams, PhD
Assistant Professor, Department of
Psychology (Behavioral Medicine Program)
University of Maryland, Baltimore County
410-455-0156
jaabrams@umbc.edu
Catherine (Cat) Davis Ahmed
Director of Outreach, FH Advocate
The FH Foundation
917-517-1198
cda@thefhfoundation.org
Beth Battaglino
Dir Advocacy
Novartis
1 Health Plaza
East Hanover, NJ 07936
862-778-1082
beth.battaglino@novartis.com
Ashley Bell
State Advocacy Consultant
American Heart Association
7272 Greenville Avenue
Dallas, TX 75231
919-900-7408
ashley.bell@heart.org
Mitchell Berger
Public Health Advisor
SAMHSA
1 Choke Cherry Road, 8-1112
Rockville, MD 20852
240-276-1757
mitchell.berger@samhsa.hhs.gov
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Jill Birnbaum, JD
Vice President, State Advocacy & Public
Health
Executive Director, Voices for Healthy Kids
7272 Greenville Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75231
612-202-1980
jill.birnbaum@heart.org
Brenda Bloom
Head of Market Access Health Policy and
Advocacy
Regeneron Healthcare Solutions
777 Old saw Mill River Rd
Tarrytown, NY 10591
443-422-4386
brenda.bloom@regeneron.com
Ashley Boggs
Senior Account Executive
Hager Sharp
1030 15th Street NW, Suite 600E
Washington, DC 20005
202-706-7413
aboggs@hagersharp.com
Claudette Brooks
Medical Officer ORWH
National Institutes of Health
6707 Democracy Blvd, Suite 400
Bethesda, MD 20892
301-435-0971
claudette.brooks@nih.gov
Jill Ceitlin
State and Community Advocacy
Consultant
American Heart Association
7272 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75231
205-937-3334
jill.ceitlin@heart.org

Earlean Chambers
Assistant Director of Population Health
Initiative
American Medical Group Association
One Prince Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-838-0033 x210
echambers@amga.org
Dr. Helene Clayton-Jeter
Director, Cardiovascular and Endocrine
Liaison Pro
U. S. Food and Drug Administration
10903 New Hampshire Ave., Bldg 32,
Room 5389
Silver Spring, MD 20993
301-796-8452
DRHDCJ@gmail.com
Lawton Cooper
Medical Officer
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute
6701 Rockledge Drive
Suite 10018 MSC 7936
Bethesda, MD 20892
301-435-0419
cooperls@nhlbi.nih.gov
Rosa Coppolecchia, PharmD
Global Medical Affairs
Bayer Consumer Health
100 Bayer Blvd.
Whippany, NJ 07981
201-401-3083
rosa.coppolecchia@bayer.com
Thometta Cozart
Communications Manager Partnering4Health
Director of Health Promotion and Education
1432 K Street NW, Suite 400
Washington DC, 20005
202-552-4402
tcozart@dhpe.org
Franciel Dawes
Advocates for Better Children’s Diets
franciel@diets.org

Sadeeka Dosu
Morgan State University
sadeeka_dosu@yahoo.com
Michael Engler
Health Education Intern
Alliance for Aging Research
1700 K Street, NW, Suite 740
Washington, DC 20016
908-255-3239
mikengler13@gmail.com
Keith C. Ferdinand, MD
Tulane Univ. School of Medicine
1430 Tulane Ave, SL-48
New Orleans, LA 70112
504-988-5492
kcferdmd9@gmail.com
Cindy Ferrara, RN, MS
Manager, System Quality
Essentia Health, Quality | 6AV-1
421 North 6th Ave E
Duluth, MN 55805
218-786-1655
cindy.ferrara@essentiahealth.org
Soraya Fleischer
Professor of Anthropology
University of Brasília, Brazil
2315 Saint Paul St.
Baltimore, MD 21218
301-665-7272
fleischer.soraya@gmail.com
Abigail Fredenburg
Account Supervisor
Hager Sharp
1030 15th Street NW, Suite 600E
Washington, DC 20005
202-706-7413
AFredenburg@hagersharp.com
Jay Glasser
President
Medicine and Public Health Initiative
707 Massachusetts Ave NE
Washington DC 20002
713 -729-2001
jayhglasser@gmail.com
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Truemenda C. Green, MA
Principal Consultant/Owner
Interventions Associates, LLC
tcgreen@interventionsassociates.com
Bob Griss
Institute of Social Medicine and
Community Health
Bgrisscdh@aol.com
Ellen Gudewill
Launch Readiness Lead, CV & Immunology
Sanofi
908-981-4662
ellen.gudewill@sanofi.com
Karla Hackett RN, BSN, MHA
Collaborative Director
IPC Headquarters
Indian Health Service
Rockville, MD
301-443-1927
605-393-7394
Erica Haller-Stevenson
Sr. Program Analyst
National Association of County and City
Health Officials
1100 17th Street NW
Washington, DC
202-888-0442
ehaller-stevenson@naccho.org
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Joel C. Harder, MBA
Director, Clinical Documents & Quality
Initiatives
SCAI - The Society for Cardiovascular
Angiography and Interventions
Foundation
800.992.7224
202.552.0910
Brian Hart
National Lipid Association
bhart@lipid.org
Christina Hartman
Director, Population Health Policy
American College of Cardiology
2400 N Street NW
Washington, DC, 20037
202-375-6569
chartman@acc.org
Melissa Honohan
Director
Sanofi
55 Corporate Drive, 500-A
Bridgewater, 08807
908-981-3242
melissa.honohan@sanofi.com

Martin Hamlette, JD, MHA
National Medical Association
mhamlette@nmanet.org

Virginia J. Howard PhD, FAHA, FSCT
Professor of Epidemiology, School of
Public Health
University of Alabama at Birmingham
210F Ryals, 1665 University Boulevard
Birmingham, AL 35294-0022
vjhoward@uab.edu

Jacy Hanson
Chief Strategist
Hanson Consulting Group
13556 Canada Goose Court
Clifton, VA 20124
571-358-5778
JacyHanson@outlook.com

Chazeman S. Jackson, PhD, MA
Health Science Advisor
Office of Minority Health
U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services
240-453-168
chazeman.jackson@hhs.gov

Nancy Kaplan
Co-Founder
Conscient Strategies
9105 Fall River Lane
Potomac, MD 20854
202-656-9751
nancy@conscientstrategies.com

Claudia Louis
Senior Government Relations Advisor
American Heart Association
1150 Connecticut Ave, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20036
202-785-7906
claudia.louis@heart.org

Sue Koob CEO
Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses
Association
613 Williamson St.
Madison, WI 53703
608-250-2440
skoob@pcna.net

Becky Lyons
Director, Health and Wellness
Wegmans Food Markets
1500 Brooks Ave.
Rochester, NY 14603
585-429-3754
becky.lyons@wegmans.com

Walter Koroshetz
National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke

Steven Mankofsky
American Pharmacists Association
smankofsky@aphanet.org

Erin Leaver-Schmidt
Program Manager, Population Health
Initiatives
American Medical Group Association
1 Prince St
Alexandria, VA 22314
703-838-0033
eleaver-schmidt@amga.org

Tina McIntosh
Active Bodyworks
myactivebodyworks@gmail.com

Branka Legetic
PAH-WHO Regional Advisor
Pan American Health Organization
525 23rd Street, NW
Washington DC, 20035
202-974-3892
legeticb@paho.org
Susan Liss
Executive Director
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids
1400 I St. NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20005
202-296-5469
sliss@tobaccofreekids.org

Robert McNellis
Senior Advisor for Primary Care
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality
540 Gaither Rd
Rockville, MD 20850
301-427-1888
robert.mcnellis@ahrq.hhs.gov
Sharon Moffatt
Chief of Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention
Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 450
Arlington, VA 22202
571-522-2306
smoffatt@astho.org
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Kelly L. Myrick, PhD, CPH
Associate Service Fellow
National Center for Health Statistics,
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Ambulatory & Hospital Care Statistics
Branch | Division of Health Care Statistics
3311 Toledo Road, Room 3301
Hyattsville, MD 20872
301-458-4498
KMyrick@cdc.gov
Connie B. Newman, MD, FACP, FAMWA
Board of Directors, American Medical
Women’s Association;
Adjunct Associate Professor of Medicine,
NYU School of Medicine
American Medical Women’s Association
(AMWA)
Connie.newman@nyumc.org /cncbn@
optonline.net
646-725-8840
Emmeline Ochiai
Public Health Advisor
Office of Disease Prevention and Health
Promotion, US Department of Health and
Human Services
1101 Wootton Parkway, Suite LL100
Rockville, MD 20852
240-453-8259
emmeline.ochiai@hhs.gov
Steven Owens, MD
Director of Health Equity
Directors of Health Promotion and
Education
1432 K Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20005
202-659-2269
sowens@dhpe.org
Henry Pacheco, M.D.
Medicine & Public Health Director
National Hispanic Council on Aging
734 15th Street, N.W., Suite 1050
Washington D.C. 20005
202-347-9733
hpacheco@nhcoa.org
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Michele Packard-Milam, CAE
Executive Director
Mended Hearts
8510 N. Central Expwy
Suite M2248
214-390-3265
Michele.packardmilam@mendedhearts.org
Jessica Parker
Director, Stakeholder Relations
Cullari Group
1519 N. Lawrence St
Philadelphia, PA 19122
619-818-2035
jparker@cullarigroup.com
Thomas Pearson, MD, MPH, PhD
Executive Vice President for Research and
Education
University of Florida Health
P.O. Box 100014 Gainesville, Florida 32610
352-733-1800
tapearson@ufl.edu
Danielle Pere
Associate Executive Director
American College of Preventive Medicine
3800 39th ST NW, #E131
Washington, DC 20016
610-804-1329
dpere@acpm.org
Wayne Powell
Sr. Director Advocacy and Guidelines
Society for Cardiovascular Angiography
and Interventions
1100 17th Street NW, Suite 330
Washington, DC 20036
wpowell@scai.org
Gita Rampersad, JD, MHA
Consultant
National Association of Chronic Disease
Directors
405 N. Wabash Ave. Ste. 2715
Chicago, IL 60611
773-398-2021 (c)
grampersad@chronicdisease.org

Kaitlin Reinert
Alliance for Aging Research
kreinert@agingresearch.org
Stefanie Rinehart
Director of HHS Legislation and Policy
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
1120 Connecticut Ave, Suite 460
Washington, DC 20036
202-775-8277
swinston@eatright.org
Tiffany N. Roberson, MBA, MSHA
Health Planner
Office of Assessment & Planning
Anne Arundel County Department of Health
3 Harry S. Truman Parkway, MS #3101
Annapolis, MD 21401
Phone: 410 - 222 - 7203
hdrobe02@aacounty.org
British Robinson
Women’s Heart Alliance
brobinson@womensheartalliance.org
Jennifer G. Robinson, MD, MPH, FAHA
Professor, Departments of Epidemiology &
Medicine
Director, Prevention Intervention Center
University of Iowa
Iowa City, Iowa
jennifer-g-robinson@uiowa.edu
Hannah Romick
Co Founder
Conscient Strategies
9105 Fall River Lane
Potomac, MD
202-631-4391
hannah@conscientstrategies.com
Ayo Sanderson
Executive Director, Advocacy & Alliance
Development
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
One Health Plaza
East Hanover, NJ 07936-1080
862-778-0291
ayo.sanderson@novartis.com

The Honorable James J. Schmitt
Mayor, City of Green Bay
100 North Jefferson Street, Room 200
Green Bay, WI 54301-5026
920-448-3006
jimsc@greenbaywi.gov
Julia Schneider, MPH
Public Health Consultant, Cardiovascular
Health Team
National Association of Chronic Disease
Directors
410-804-6270
jschneider@chronicdisease.org
Fred Senatore, MD, PhD
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
Stephen Sidney, MD, MPH
Director of Research Clinics
Kaiser Permanente Northern California
Division of Research
2000 Broadway
Oakland, CA 94612
510- 891-3753
steve.sidney@kp.org
Alicia D. Smith, MPH
Director, Chronic Disease Prevention
Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials
2231 Crystal Drive Suite 450
Arlington, VA 22202
571-318-5464
asmith@astho.org
Kim Stitzel
Senior Vice President, Preventive Health
Markets
American Heart Association
7272 Greenville Ave
Dallas, TX 75231
214-706-1593
Kim.stitzel@heart.org
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Erica Taylor, PhD, MPH, MA
Policy Data Analyst
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS)
7500 Security Blvd.
Baltimore, MD 21244
410-786-4086
erica.taylor@cms.hhs.gov

Janet Wright
Executive Director
Million Hearts
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, DC 20201
410-786-6503
janet.wright@cms.hhs.gov

Paul Underwood, MD, FACC
Medical Director
Close the Gap
100 Boston Scientific Way M-61
Marlborough, MA 01752
508-683-4294
paul.underwood@bsci.com

David Zauche
Senior Program Manager
Altarum Institute
2000 M St NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20036
202-741-1537
david.zauche@altarum.org

Lisa Waddell, MD, MPH
Chief Program Officer, Community Health
& Prevention
Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials (ASTHO)
2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 450
Arlington, VA 22202
571-318-5417
803-466-4080
Lwaddell@astho.org

David Zook
Principal & Chair
FaegreBD Consulting
dave.zook@faegrebd.com

April D. Wallace, MHA
Program Initiatives Manager
The Million Hearts® Collaboration
American Heart Association
7272 Greenville Ave.
Dallas, TX 75231
313.319.3114
April.wallace@heart.org
Rod Wooten
Vice President, Global Product and
Portfolio Strategies
AstraZeneca
1800 Concord Pike
Wilmington, DE 19803
302-885-4174
rod.wooten@astrazeneca.com
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About the National Forum
Where Successful Collaborations Happen
The National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention brings together the most dynamic
and diverse organizations in cardiovascular health, providing a forum and outlet for
organizations to amplify their voices. Our members currently represent more than 80 national
and international organizations from the public and private healthcare organizations, as well
as faith, advocacy, academic, and policy settings.
The National Forum is a tax exempt, independent non-profit, 501(c)(3), voluntary health
organization. Our members range from major national health-advocacy organizations to
government health agencies to private companies invested in cardiovascular health. As a
result, we have a multi-faceted approach to addressing public-health issues that maximizes
both reach and impact.

National Forum Priorities
The National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention affirmed its strategic priorities this
year. On August 4, 2015 our members voted to affirm the National Forum’s new strategic
priorities: health equity and the ABCS (appropriate Aspirin use, Blood press control,
Cholesterol management and Smoking cessation) of heart disease and stroke prevention.
This shift occurred as the ABCS of heart disease and stroke prevention better position the
organization to achieve its 2020 Goal: Heart disease and stroke will no longer be the leading
cause of death for all Americans by 2020.

Current Efforts
The National Forum is leading efforts to help achieve national health goals through 2020 and
beyond. Current initiatives and programs include:
• Leading the Strong Hearts Helpline
• Developing a 3-year initiative to improve cholesterol management within the U.S.
• Advancing a multi-year initiative to increase medication adherence among patients
with heart disease
• Coordinating and disseminating priorities messages and strategies related to the Million
Hearts ® Initiative
• Convening our Annual Meeting to share strategies for success within cardiovascular
disease prevention
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Staff Contact Information
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention
1150 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20036
866-894-3500
info@nationalforum.org

John Clymer
Executive Director
Phone: 202-903-7303
john.clymer@nationalforum.org
Erica Ballard
Director of Strategic Communications
Phone: 317-531-2871
erica.ballard@nationalforum.org
Tyler Dunn
Project Manager
Phone: 609-520-1300
tyler.dunn@nationalforum.org
Michele Granahan
Project Manager
Phone: 609-520-1300
michele@InsideEdgeConsulting.com
Julie Harvill
Operations Director
Phone: 217-483-2828
julie.harvill@nationalforum.org

31

Sarah Lincoln
Project Director
Phone: 609-520-1300
sarah.lincoln@nationalforum.org
Debbie Martinez
Community Engagement Specialist
Phone: 909-815-7101
strongerHeartsHelpline@nationalforum.org
Lionel Phillips
Strategic Advisor
Phone: 609-520-1300
lionel@InsideEdgeConsulting.com
Sharyse M. Porter
Operations Analyst
Phone: 609-498-2220
sharyse.porter@nationalforum.org
Jennifer Smith
Senior Public Health Consultant
Phone: 512-922-8079
jennifer.smith@nationalforum.org

2015-2016 Board of Directors
Officers
Sharon Moffatt, RN, BSN, MSN
Chair
Chief of Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention
Association of State and Territorial Health
Officials (ASTHO)
David R. Zook, JD
Vice-Chair
Principal & Chair
FaegreBD Consulting

Directors

Javed Butler, MD, MPH, FACC, FAHA
Professor of Internal Medicine and Chief of
Cardiology
Stony Brook University
Bechara Choucair, MD, MSHA
Sr. Vice President of Safety Net
Transformation and Community Health
Trinity Health
Trumenda C. Green, MA
Principal Consultant/Owner
Interventions Associates, LLC

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA
Immediate Past-chair
Professor of Clinical Medicine
Tulane University School of Medicine

Warren A. Jones, MD, FAAFP
NIH Endowed Chair in Health Disparities
Research
Dillard University

Laura Gordon
Secretary / Treasurer
General Manager, Health Policy and Public
Affairs
Edelman

Margaret Sabin
President & CEO
Penrose-St. Francis Health Services

John M. Clymer
Executive Director
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke
Prevention
Executive Director

Kimberly F. Stitzel, MS, RD
Senior Vice-President, Preventive Health
Markets
American Heart Association
Rod Wooten
Vice President, Global Product and
Portfolio Strategy
AstraZeneca

Emeritus Founder
Darwin R. Labarthe, MD, MPH, PhD
Professor, Preventive Medicine
Northwestern University
Feinberg School of Medicine
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Federal Liaisons
Barbara Bowman, PhD, SM
Director
Division of Heart Disease and Stroke
Prevention
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
CAPT Susan V. Karol, MD, FACS
Chief Medical Officer
Indian Health Service
US Public Health Service
Emmeline Ochiai, MPH
Health Advisor
DHHS/Office of Public Health and Science
Office of Disease Prevention and Health
Promotion
George Mensah, MD, FACC
Director, Center for Translation Research
and Implementation Science (CTRIS)
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute
Walter Koreshetz, MD
Director
National Institute of Neurological Disorders
and Stroke
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Becoming a National Forum Member
The National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention brings together the most dynamic and
diverse organizations in cardiovascular health, providing a forum and outlet for organizations to
amplify their voices. Our members currently represent more than 80 national and international
organizations. They range from major national health advocacy organizations to government
health agencies to private companies invested in cardiovascular health.
National Forum membership offers many benefits including:

• Relationship Building
Exclusive opportunities to have meaningful interaction with high-level decision
makers from government, non-profit academic, clinical, patient organizations
and industry stakeholders
• Networking and Visibility
Exposure for your organization and its executives to a broad cross-section of the
health community
• Collaboration Opportunities
Opportunities to engage in collective action to improve population health
through National Forum-led initiatives, such as Stronger Hearts Partnership™,
Million Hearts® Collaborative, and World Heart Day
• Policy Development
Tap into the collective power of the cardiovascular community to solve systemic
health care issues that affect all patients
• Advocacy
Be part of a united effort to advance health equity through the ABCS
(appropriate Aspirin use, Blood pressure control, Cholesterol control, Smoking
cessation) of heart disease and stroke prevention
• Alliance Development
Opportunities to partner with other National Forum members in collective action
to improve patient care

Become a member
Membership is free and open to all organizations and individuals committed to improving
cardiovascular health in the U.S. You do not have to pay to be a member, but financial
contributions are welcomed. Joining one of our four contributing membership tiers provides
additional benefits. Contact John Clymer at john.clymer@nationalforum.org or 202-903-7303.
34

12th Annual Meeting | Collaborating for Impact

October 22, 2014
We gratefully acknowledge the generous support of our
2015 contributing
Washington,
DC members.

PLATINUM CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS

GOLD CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS
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Member Contribution Tiers
The National Forum offers a range of contribution tiers for those who wish to provide
financial support in implementing the mission and strategic priorities. Additional benefits
are added for each tier.

Platinum – $75,000 Annual Contribution
Additional benefits include:
• Up to 5 representatives at the National Forum Annual meeting
• Opportunity for one-day strategy session with Executive Director
• Access to National Forum-recommended speakers bureau
• National Forum may serve as Public Health Advisor to Sponsor
• Recognition on National Forum website and at Annual Meeting

Gold – $50,000 Annual Contribution
Additional benefits include:
• Up to 3 representatives at the National Forum Annual meeting
• Opportunity for strategy consult with Executive Director
• Access to National Forum-recommended speakers bureau
• Recognition on National Forum website and at Annual Meeting

Silver – $25,000 Annual Contribution
Additional benefits include:
• Up to 2 representatives at the National Forum Annual meeting
• Recognition on National Forum website and at Annual Meeting

Bronze – $10,000 Annual Contribution
Additional benefits include:
• Recognition on National Forum website and at Annual Meeting
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National Forum Members
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Whitney Brown, wbrown@eatright.org

The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics is the world’s largest organization of food and
nutrition professionals. The Academy is committed to improving the nation’s health and
advancing the profession of dietetics through research, education and advocacy. Its
mission is to empower its members to be the nation’s food and nutrition leaders. Our vision
is to optimize the nation’s health through food and nutrition. The Academy is committed to
prevention through programs and initiatives that help make the healthy choice the easy
choice and thereby reducing chronic diseases such as stroke, heart disease, diabetes, and
obesity.

Adventist Health Policy Association

- Orlando, FL
- Member contact: Maureen Kersmarki, Maureen.kersmarki@adventisthealthpolicy.org

The primary purpose of AHPA is to help ensure that high quality, accessible health care is
available to the communities we serve. To do this, AHPA members make sure that existing
and new federal legislation, policy, rules and guidelines allow AHPA members to fulfill their
mission of outstanding, faith-based health care. AHPA analyzes the impact of proposed
federal policy and regulations on Adventist hospitals, focusing on five to six common issues
each year. To that end, AHPA demonstrates a united voice for health policy issues in which
Members have common interests.

Alliance for Aging Research

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Lindsay Clarke, LClarke@agingresearch.org

The private, not-for-profit Alliance for Aging Research is a national citizen advocacy
organization working to improve the lives of Americans as they grow older by advancing
biomedical and behavioral research in aging and health. The Alliance was founded in
1986 to promote and accelerate medical and scientific research into aging. As America’s
Baby Boom is transformed to an unprecedented Senior Boom, the Alliance is a valued
and respected voice in the nation’s capital: developing, implementing and advocating
programs in research, health education and public policy.
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American Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation
- Chicago, IL
- Member contact: Megan Cohen, mcohen@aacvpr.org

Founded in 1985, the American Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation
is dedicated to our mission of reducing morbidity, mortality and disability from cardiovascular
and pulmonary disease through education, prevention, rehabilitation, research and disease
management. Central to the core mission is improvement in quality of life for patients and
their families. AACVPR is a multidisciplinary professional association comprised of health
professionals who serve in the field of cardiac and pulmonary rehabilitation. Members
include: cardiovascular and pulmonary physicians, nurses, exercise physiologists, physical
therapists, behavioral scientists, respiratory therapists and nutritionists. AACVPR currently has
a membership of approximately 3000 health care professionals with the vast majority being
cardiovascular and pulmonary rehabilitation program directors and supervisors.

American College of Cardiology

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Jacy R. Hanson, jhanson@acc.org

The American College of Cardiology is transforming cardiovascular care and improving
heart health through continuous quality improvement, patient-centered care, payment
innovation and professionalism. The College is a 39,000-member nonprofit medical society
comprised of physicians, nurses, nurse practitioners, physician assistants, pharmacists
and practice managers, and bestows credentials upon cardiovascular specialists who
meet its stringent qualifications. The College is a leader in the formulation of health policy,
standards and guidelines, and is a staunch supporter of cardiovascular research. The ACC
provides professional education and operates national registries for the measurement and
improvement of quality care.

American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine
- Chicago, IL
- Member contact: Barry Eisenberg, beisenberg@acoem.org

ACOEM is the pre-eminent organization of physicians who champion the health and safety
of workers, workplaces, and environments. Their mission is to provide leadership to promote
optimal health and safety of workers, workplaces, and environments by educating health
professionals and the public; stimulating research; enhancing the quality of practice; guiding
workplace and public policy; and advancing the field of occupational and environmental
medicine.
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American College of Preventive Medicine

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Paul Bonta, pbonta@acpm.org

The American College of Preventive Medicine (ACPM) is the national professional society for
physicians who specialize in preventive medicine. ACPM’s 2,000 members are engaged in
preventive medicine practice, teaching, and research. Preventive medicine specialists are
uniquely trained in both clinical medicine and public health. They practice in a variety of
health settings—including state and local health departments, federal agencies, hospitals,
health plans, community and migrant health centers, industrial sites, occupational health
centers, academic centers, private practice, and the military.

American Heart Association

- Dallas, TX
- Member contact: Mark Alan Schoeberl, mark.schoeberl@heart.org

The American Heart Association (AHA) is a national voluntary health agency founded in
1924 by six cardiologists. The organization’s earliest efforts were to educate the public about
heart disease. AHA has expanded to include research, education, and fundraising efforts. Its
mission is to reduce disability and death from cardiovascular diseases and stroke.

American Medical Group Foundation

- Alexandria, VA
- Member Contact: Jerry Penso, jpenso@amga.org

The American Medical Group Foundation (AMGF) is the philanthropic arm of the American
Medical Group Association. As a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, its mission is to foster
quality improvement in group practice through education and research programs in clinical
quality, patient safety, service, operational efficiency and innovation. The Foundation’s
mission is predicated on the belief that the system in which care is delivered does make a
difference and is dedicated to demonstrating to the industry that the total coordinated care
model continues to provide the highest quality, cost-effective, efficient care possible, to 117
million patients in 49 states, which equals one in every four Americans.

American Medical Women’s Association

- Reston, VA
- Member Contact: Connie B. Newman, Connie.newman@nyumc.org

The American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) is an organization of women
physicians, medical students and other persons dedicated to serving as the unique voice
for women’s health and the advancement of women in medicine. The organization was
founded by Dr. Bertha VanHoosen in 1915 in Chicago, at a time when women physicians
were an under-represented minority. As women in medicine increase in numbers, new
problems and issues arise that were not anticipated. AMWA has been addressing these issues
for 95 years.
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American Public Health Association

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Caroline Fichtenberg, caroline.fichtenberg@apha.org

The American Public Health Association is the oldest and most diverse organization of public
health professionals in the world and has been working to improve public health since 1872.
APHA and its state affiliates represent over 50,000 health professionals and others who work
to promote health, prevent disease and ensure conditions in which we all can be safe and
healthy.

American Sleep Apnea Association

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Ed Grandi, egrandi@sleepapnea.org

The American Sleep Apnea Association (ASAA) is the only non-profit organization dedicated
to educating the public about sleep apnea and to serving people with this common
disorder. The American Sleep Apnea Association is dedicated to reducing injury, disability,
and death from sleep apnea and to enhancing the well-being of those affected by this
common disorder. The ASAA promotes education and awareness, the ASAA A.W.A.K.E.
Network of voluntary mutual support groups, research, and continuous improvement in care.

American Society for Preventive Cardiology

- Jacksonville, FL
- Member contact: Shannon Sheridan O’Leary, soleary@leadingstar.com

The mission of The American Society for Preventive Cardiology is to promote the educational
interests of healthcare providers and researchers who work to enhance primary and
secondary prevention of cardiovascular disease (CVD). The organization represents the
nation’s thought leaders who dedicate their work toward identifying risk factors, newer
screening modalities, and developing and promoting effective preventive strategies based
on the latest science and research in our field.

American Society of Hypertension

- New York, NY
- Member contact: Torry Mark Sansone, tsansone@ash-us.org

ASH is the largest organization of hypertension researchers and health care providers in the
United States committed to preventing and treating hypertension and its consequences.
ASH has a domestic and international membership of basic science & clinical investigators,
physicians, physician assistants, nurse practitioners, pharmacists, as well as individuals with a
scientific interest in hypertension.
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American Stroke Association

- Dallas, TX
- Member contact: Meredith Nguyen, meredith.nguyen@heart.org

The American Stroke Association (ASA), a division of the American Heart Association (AHA),
is a nonprofit organization dedicated solely to reducing disability and death from stroke
through research, education, fundraising, and advocacy. Even though AHA began funding
stroke research in the 1950s, ASA was not founded formally until 1998. The renaming of AHA’s
Stroke Division to ASA was to show AHA’s commitment to stroke research and increase
AHA’s recognition by the general public as a stroke advocate. ASA’s goal is to reduce stroke
and risk of stroke by 25 percent through a variety of collaborative ventures and volunteer
commitments at the local and national levels.

Association of Black Cardiologists, Inc.

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: Katherine Edwards, kferdinand@abcardio.org

The Association of Black Cardiologists, Inc. (ABC) is a nonprofit volunteer organization of
over 800 black cardiologists and medical professionals fully accredited by the Accreditation
Council for Continuing Medical Education. ABC was founded in 1974 by Dr. Richard Allen
Williams and 16 other cardiologists to address the emerging need for health providers to
promote primary prevention, quality of life, and culturally sensitive clinical management of
cardiovascular diseases. The organization’s mission is based on the belief that good health is
the cornerstone of progress. ABC is dedicated to making exemplary health care accessible
and affordable to all in need and lowering the high rate of cardiovascular diseases in
minority populations.

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Sharon Moffatt, RN, BSN, MS, smoffatt@astho.org

The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) is a national nonprofit
organization representing the public health agencies of the United States, the US Territories,
and the District of Columbia. The organization’s mission is to formulate and influence
sound public health policy and to assist state health departments in the development and
implementation of programs and policies to promote health and prevent disease.

AstraZeneca

- Wilmington, DE
- Member contact: Kristen Williams, kristen.williams@astrazeneca.com

AstraZeneca is a global, innovation-driven, integrated biopharmaceutical company
that discovers, develops, manufactures and markets prescription medicines for six
important areas of healthcare, which include some of the world’s most serious illnesses:
cancer, cardiovascular disease, gastrointestinal infection, neuroscience, respiratory and
inflammation.
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Bayer HealthCare

- Morristown, NJ
- Member contact: Robert Rubbinaccio, robert.rubbinaccio@bayer.com

Our aim is to discover and manufacture innovative products that will improve human and
animal health worldwide. Our products enhance well-being and quality of life by diagnosing,
preventing and treating disease. Bayer HealthCare invests resources to develop products
and programs to treat and prevent CVD. These programs are educational in nature, and are
designed to inform consumers and patients how to live heart healthy lives. Cardiovascular
disease products are available both through our Consumer Care and Pharmaceutical
Divisions.

Boston Scientific

- Natick, MA
- Member contact: Mariana Rodrigues, mariana.rodrigues@bsci.com

From its humble beginnings in a small laboratory in Massachusetts, Boston Scientific has
grown and then honed its core to over 25,000 people worldwide, carrying the passion and
commitment of our founders. We are now delivering a broad portfolio of innovative medical
solutions worldwide through the Cardiology, Rhythm and Vascular Group, the Endoscopy
Division, the Urology and Women’s Health Division, and the Neuromodulation Division.

C-Change

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Tom Kean, tkean@c-changetogether.org

Founded in 1998, C-Change is the only organization that assembles key cancer leaders
from the three sectors – private, public, and not-for-profit – and from across the cancer
continuum – prevention, early detection, treatment and quality of life. Our mission is to
eliminate cancer as a major public health problem at the earliest possible time by leveraging
the expertise and resources of our unique multi-sector membership. C-Change’s approach is
to look at cancer, the disease most feared by Americans, as a societal burden which we all
bear the responsibility for addressing, individually and collectively.

Campaign for Public Health Foundation

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Karl Moeller, CPA, karlm@cphfoundation.org

The mission of the Campaign for Public Health Foundation is to educate the public, the
media, policy makers and others about the important role public health plays in our nation’s
health system.
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Cardiovascular Health Council

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: Margaret Casey, mcasey@chronicdisease.org

The Cardiovascular Health Council (within the Association of State and Territorial Chronic
Disease Directors) provides leadership for all state and territorial health departments in
building capacity for cardiovascular health promotion and disease prevention. The Council’s
mission is to link state/territorial/tribal program directors, coordinators, and other partners
in a national forum; exchange ideas, strategies, materials, and policies and procedures
to improve and enhance comprehensive public health programs/policies; advocate for
legislation, policies, and programs; provide comments and recommendations to federal
agencies and the membership; and provide leadership and develop partnerships with
affiliates, private and public associations, and industry to catalyze the promotion of
cardiovascular health.

CDC Foundation

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: Charles Stokes, sbien-aime@cdcfoundation.org

The CDC Foundation helps the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention do more, faster by
forging effective partnerships between CDC and individuals, foundations and corporations
to fight threats to health and safety. As an independent, nonprofit organization established
by Congress, we offer individuals and organizations a powerful way to participate in CDC’s
mission.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: Barbara Bowman, bbb8@cdc.gov

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is one of the 13 major operating
components of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). HHS is the principal
agency in the U.S. government for protecting the health and safety of all Americans and for
providing essential human services, especially for those people who are least able to help
themselves. The CDC Centers include the Coordinating Center for Infectious Diseases, the
Coordinating Center for Health Promotion, the Office of Global Health, the Coordinating
Center for Environmental Health, Injury Prevention and Occupational Health, and the Office
of Terrorism Preparedness and Emergency Response.

43

ChangeLab Solutions

- Oakland, CA
- Member contact: Marice Ashe, mashe@changelabsolutions.org

Our mission is to promote the common good by developing laws and policies that link all
aspects of community life – housing, education, jobs, the economy, the environment – to
healthy outcomes. We are dedicated to creating efficient public services and building new
partnerships. And we are committed to an enduring vision of public health as a state of
complete physical, mental, and social well-being for the entire population. We use the tools
of law and policy to address the environmental causes of chronic disease, including heart
disease and stroke prevention. We create and support strategies that include a “health in all
policies” approach to ensuring that all people have access to healthy environments and a
quality of life that comes from healthy choices being available to all.

Chicago Department of Public Health
- Chicago, IL

The mission of the Chicago Department of Public Health is to make Chicago a safer and
healthier place by working with community partners to promote health, prevent disease,
reduce environmental hazards and ensure access to health care for all Chicagoans. They
do this by providing leadership for Public Health, identify, analyze and track issues, define
problems and guide public health action, inspect food establishments to ensure safe food
supply, establish a public health presence in city neighborhoods, deliver services either
directly or through delegate agencies, deliver service either directly or through delegate
agencies and advise Chicagoans of their rights as health care consumers and help them get
care from HMOs and other medical providers.

City of Green Bay

- Green Bay, WiI
- Member Contact: Kendall Paral

Consortium for Southeastern Hypertension Control
Winston-Salem, NC
Member contact: Debra Simmons, dwirth@wfubmc.edu

COSEHC is a professional organization of physicians, scientists, and health care providers
working together to reduce the incidence of high blood pressure and hypertension-related
cardiovascular disease outcomes (heart attacks, strokes, renal disease and heart failure) in
the southeastern region of the United States.
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Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists
- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: Annie Tran, atran@cste.org

The Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists (CSTE) was established in the 1950s. CSTE is
an organization of member states and territories representing public health epidemiologists.
CSTE works to establish more effective relationships among state and other health agencies.
It also provides technical advice and assistance to partner organizations and to federal
public health agencies such as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). CSTE
members have surveillance and epidemiology expertise in a broad range of areas including
occupational health, infectious diseases, immunization, environmental health, chronic
diseases, injury control, and maternal and child health. CSTE promotes the effective use of
epidemiologic data to guide public health practice and improve health. CSTE accomplishes
this by supporting the use of effective public health surveillance and good epidemiologic
practice through training, capacity development, and peer consultation, developing
standards for practice, and advocating for resources and scientifically based policy.

Daiichi Sankyo

- Parsippany, NJ
- Member contact: Paddy Padmanabhan, Ppadmanabhan@dsi.com

Pharmaceutical innovation and therapeutic advances have had a dramatic impact on the
list of millions of people the world over. While Daiichi Sankyo is proud to have been a part of
this transformative era in human health, we realize that challenges remain. Treatments for
many disease are inadequate or non-existent, and patients and society are looking to our
industry to provide effective, safe solutions that will improve their quality of life. It is at the
intersection of research and patient need that we find out greatest challenges and our most
extraordinary opportunities. It is where we direct our efforts and energies; it is at the heart of
our mission.

Delmarva Foundation, Disparities National Coordinating Center
- Columbia, MD
- Member contact: Madeleine Shea, sheam@dfmc.org

National Coordinating Centers (NCCs) support a network of 53 Quality Improvement
Organizations (QIOs) in achieving the QIO Program’s goals for better care, better health for
populations and communities, and lower costs of care. NCCs provide technical assistance
and improvement tools, and facilitate communication between the program’s national and
local levels. The CMS Disparities National Coordinating Center (DNCC) works with providers
and stakeholders to reduce racial and ethnic health care disparities among underserved
populations. In order to do so, the CMS DNCC assists QIOs with providing quality health care
by improving quality measures and health outcomes for Medicare beneficiaries identified as
belonging to an underserved population.
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Delta Health Alliance

- Stoneville, MS
- Member contact: Karen Fox, kfox@deltahealthalliance.org

The Delta Health Alliance was founded in 2001 to support community-based healthcare
initiatives that would target critical health and wellness in the Mississippi Delta. DHA functions
by coordinating the delivery of healthcare programs communities can access, providing
targeted education and training to facilitate consistency across providers, and facilitating
translational research to replicate evidence-based healthcare programs that work. In
order to create successful communities across the Delta, DHA works closely with its partner
organizations to increase adult literacy, enforce early childhood interventions, provide
appropriate healthcare, and enhance workforce development.

Directors of Health Promotion and Education

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Susan Goekler, sgoekler@dhpe.org

(DHPE) is a national organization of prevention, health promotion and health education
professionals and advocates. Voting members work in state health agencies. Building on
principles and practices of health promotion and education, DHPE strengthens public health
capacity in policy and in systems change to improve the health of all and achieve health
equity. DHPE’s programs include health equity tools development and training; competency
training in policy and environmental change; internships and fellowships in public health
practice for students and graduates of minority serving institutions; school employee wellness
and coordinated school health; and capacity building and technical assistance.

FagreBD Consulting

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: David Zook, dave.zook@faegrebd.com

FaegreBD Consulting is a national advisory and advocacy firm focusing on interdisciplinary
services for growth sectors of the U.S. economy, including health and biosciences, energy
and environment, economic development, financial services, food and agriculture, media
and entertainment, and technology and privacy. From our roots as a federal relations group,
we have added regulatory, technical and strategic communications skills that complement
and support the advocacy services we provide to our clients.
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FH Foundation

- South Pasadena, CA
- Member contact: Dave Pickhardt, dp@thefhfoundation.org

The FH Foundation is a patient-focused and patient-led nonprofit organization exclusively
dedicated to raising awareness of familial hypercholesterolemia (FH) through education,
advocacy, and research. Its goal is to save lives by increasing the rate of early diagnosis
and encouraging proactive management of FH. The FH Foundation launched a national
familial hypercholesterolemia patient registry which collects data for scientific research in
FH and its related health problems (CVD, cardiac events). In 2014 it will mail educational
materials to 10,000 lipid specialists across the US to distribute to their patients who are at risk
of or suffer from FH-related heart disease. It also funds small educational gatherings where
families affected by FH have Q&A with a lipid specialist about FH, its related risks, and CVD
preventive methods.

Florida Department of Health

- Tallahassee, FL
- Member Contact: Kim E. Barnhill

The Florida Department of Health (DOH) was established by the Florida Legislature in 1996;
however, public health has its roots in Florida dating back to 1888 with the creation of the
Florida State Board of Health. In 2007, the first-ever “State Surgeon General” was established
to spearhead the efforts of DOH, thereby designating a health officer to oversee all matters
of public health. The Surgeon General’s role is to be the state’s leading advocate for
wellness and disease prevention.

Health Power for Minorities

- Brooklyn, NY
- Member contact: Norma Goodwin, MD, njgoodwin@healthpowerforminorities.org

The mission of Health Power for Minorities (Health Power) is to improve the health &
multicultural populations, and thus the health of society as a whole. Our mission is pursued
through health information, health promotion, consultative services, and partnering with
public, non- profit and private sector organizations.
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Health Resources and Services Administration

- Rockville, MD
- Member contact: Ahmed Calvo, MD, MPH, FAAFP, acalvo@hrsa.gov

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), an agency within the US
Department of Health and Human Services, provides access to essential health care
services for people who have low incomes, are uninsured, or live in rural areas or urban
neighborhoods where health care is scarce. HRSA envisions optimal health for all, supported
by a health care system that assures access to comprehensive, culturally competent, quality
care. HRSA’s mission is to provide national leadership, program resources, and services
needed to improve access to culturally competent, high-quality health care. HRSA includes
the Bureau of Primary Health Care which supports and provides leadership to Primary Care
Associations (PCA), Primary Care Offices (PCO), and other state/national partners with the
goal of ensuring community-based access to health care, and the elimination of health
disparities, with a focus on underserved people.

Healthy Caribbean Coalition

- St. Michael, Barbados
- Member contact: Professor Sir Trevor Hassell, trevor.hassell@healthycaribbean.org

The mission of the HCC, an umbrella organization of civil society organizations, is to
harness the power of civil society, in collaboration with government, private
enterprise, academia, and international partners, as appropriate, in the development and
implementation of plans for the prevention and management of chronic diseases among
Caribbean people. The HCC arose out of the 2007 Declaration of Heads of Government
of CARICOM on Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs). In December 2012 the HCC
finalized the 2012-2016 Strategic Plan, with strategic priority areas of Advocacy; Enhancing
Communication; Capacity Building; and Promoting mHealth and eHealth. These four
strategic priority areas reflect that the HCC is a regional alliance with the expressed purpose
of adding value to civil society in the Caribbean, and empowering people, specifically
in the response to NCDs. It further reflects the HCC’s mandate to encourage and foster
the execution of NCD projects and programs in-country, undertaken and led by local civil
society organizations.

Heart Rhythm Society

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: James Youngblood, jyoungblood@hrsonline.org

The Heart Rhythm Society is the international leader in science, education and advocacy
for cardiac arrhythmia professionals and patients, and the primary information resource on
heart rhythm disorders. Its mission is to improve the care of patients by promoting research,
education and optimal health care policies and standards.
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Heartfile

- Islamabad, Pakistan
- Member contact: Sania Nishtar, MD, sania@heartfile.org

Heartfile is a non-profit health sector NGO think tank, which focuses on catalyzing change
within the health system and broader systems of government in order to improve health and
social outcomes. The organization is recognized as a powerful and respected health policy
voice within Pakistan and a unique model for replication in other developing countries.

ICF International

- Fairfax, VA
- Member contact: Randy Kirkendall, RKirkendall@icfi.com

ICF International (NASDAQ:ICFI) partners with government and commercial clients to
deliver professional services and technology solutions in the energy, environment, and
transportation; health, education, and social programs; and homeland security and defense
markets.

Indiana University Health, Inc.

- Indianapolis, IN
- Member contact: Daniel F. Evans, dfevans@iuhealth.org

Indiana University Health is a statewide academic health system focused on high quality
clinical care, research and education. It treats and directs care for the full spectrum of heart
disease and stroke prevention. It is the only system in the country with system wide stroke
certification.

Indiana University Fairbanks School of Public Health
Indianapolis, IN
Member contact: Paul Halverson

The Fairbanks School of Public Health is dedicated to the pursuit of health for all people.
Health is defined as the capacity to develop full human potential, not simply the absence
of disease. In promoting the health of communities, we emphasize the prevention of
disease and injury and recognize the interconnectedness of the physical environment and
ecosystem to the health of the community. We strive to ensure that the interests of the public
are represented in health policies and practices and supports activities that promote this
comprehensive view.
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Indian Health Service

- Rockville, MD
- Member contact: Susan Karol, MD, Susan.karol@ihs.gov

The Indian Health Service is a federal agency functioning to uphold the federal
government’s obligation to promote healthy American Indian and Alaska Native people,
communities, and cultures and to honor and protect the inherent sovereign rights of Tribes.
It was founded in 1787 as an agency within the Department of Health and Human Services
to provide health services to American Indians and Alaska Natives. Its mission is to raise the
physical, mental, social, and spiritual health of American Indians and Alaska Natives to the
highest level.

InterAmerican Heart Foundation

- Dallas, TX
- Member contact: Beatriz Marcet Champagne, PhD, beatriz.champagne@
interamericanheart.org
The InterAmerican Heart Foundation (IAHF), a nonprofit organization dedicated to reducing
disability and death from cardiovascular diseases and stroke in the Americas, was created
in September 1992 under the auspice of the World Heart Federation with the support of the
American Heart Association, the Heart & Stroke Foundation of Canada, the InterAmerican
Society of Cardiology, and heart foundations and societies throughout the American
continents. The primary goals of the IAHF are to promote an environment throughout the
Americas that is conducive to the prevention of heart disease and stroke, to promote the
growth and development of foundations that will take active roles in public education,
professional education, public advocacy, and fundraising, and to foster partnerships
between health professionals, business, industry, and other sectors of society for the
accomplishment of IAHF’s mission and goals.

Medicine and Public Health Initiative

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Jay H Glasser, jay@medph.org

The Medicine and Public Health Initiative (MPHI) was founded in 1994 as a result of a
collaborative endeavor between the leadership of the American Medical Association (AMA)
and the American Public Health Association (APHA) to address the “costly estrangement”
between clinical medicine and public health practice. MPHI will endeavor to develop
programs and activities in areas such as, chronic diseases, racial and ethnic disparities in
health, global health issues, and universal access to health care.
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Mended Hearts

- Dallas, TX
- Member contact: Michelle Packard-Milam, michelle.packardmilam@mendedhearts.org

Mended Hearts is dedicated to inspiring hope and encouragement to heart disease patients
and their families. The organization is affiliated with the American Heart Association and was
founded in 1951 and operates 250 chapters, 57 satellites, and 25 Mended Little Hearts groups
who, in turn, partner with 430 hospitals in delivering a local patient-to-patient, caregiver-tocaregiver support program. Chapters conduct monthly meetings as a way to keep heart
patients engaged and focused on their recovery.

National Association of Chronic Disease Directors

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: John Robitscher, MPH, John@chronicdisease.org

The National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD) is a national public health
association, founded in 1988 to link the chronic disease program directors of each state
and U.S. territory to provide a national forum for chronic disease prevention and control
efforts. Since its founding, NACDD has made impressive strides in mobilizing national efforts
to reduce chronic diseases and the associated risk factors. The current NACDD Councils,
Interest Groups, and Work Groups include: Arthritis; Breast & Cervical Cancer; Cardiovascular
Health; Comprehensive Cancer; Diabetes; Health Disparities; Healthy Aging; Obesity,
Osteoporosis; Physical Activity; Physicians; School Health; Tobacco Control Network; Vision &
Eye Health; and Women’s Health.

National Association of County and City Health Officials
- Member contact: Jessica Solomon Fisher, jfisher@naccho.org

NACCHO’s members are the 2,800 local health departments across the United States.
NACCHO’s vision is health, equity, and security for all people in their communities through
public health policies and services. NACCHO’s mission is to be a leader, partner, catalyst,
and voice for local health departments in order to ensure the conditions that promote health
and equity, combat disease, and improve the quality and length of all lives.

National Business Group on Health

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Shari Davidson davidson@businessgrouphealth.org

The National Business Group on Health (NBGH) is a nonprofit organization representing
large employers dedicated to being the voice for employers’ health care issues. It
provides business-focused member services through peer-to-peer councils, workshops, and
conferences. In addition, NBGH maintains some focus on policy, legislation, and regulations.
NBGH’s mission is to find innovative and forward-thinking solutions to the nation’s most
important health and related benefit issues.
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National Center for Health Statistics

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: Clarice Brown, cbrown10@cdc.gov

As the Nation’s principal health statistics agency, we compile statistical information to guide
actions and policies to improve the health of our people. Working with partners throughout
the health community, we use a variety of approaches to efficiently obtain information from
the sources most able to provide information. We collect data from birth and death records,
medical records, interview surveys, and through direct physical exams and laboratory
testing. NCHS is a key element of our national public health infrastructure, providing
important surveillance information that helps identify and address critical health problems.

National Conference of State Legislatures

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Ashley DePaulis, Ashley.Depaulis@ncsl.org

The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) is a bipartisan organization that serves
the legislators and staffs of the nation’s 50 states, commonwealths, and territories. NCSL
provides research, technical assistance, and opportunities for policymakers to exchange
ideas on the most pressing states issues. Its mission is to improve the quality and effectiveness
of state legislatures, to promote policy innovation and communication among state
legislatures, and to ensure state legislatures a strong, cohesive voice in the federal system.

National Council on Aging

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Albert Terrillion, albert.terrillion@ncoa.org

The NCOA’s Center for Healthy Aging encourages and assists community-based
organizations serving older adults in developing and implementing evidence-based health
promotion/ disease prevention programs. We help community-based organizations develop
and implement evidence-based programs that promote healthy lives for older adults.
Relationship to Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention: The Center works with its partners
to make sure that older adults have access to prevention programs that can make a
noticeable difference in their health and well-being. The Center accomplishes its mission by:
• Providing tools and resources that help local, state, and regional organizations to
implement and sustain evidence-based programs that promote healthy lives for older
adults.
• Generating and disseminating new knowledge about best practices and strategies for
evidence-based health promotion.
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National Human Genome Research Institute

- Bethesda, MD
- Member contact: Dan Kastner, MD, PhD, kastnerd@mail.nih.gov

The National Human Genome Research Institute began as the National Center for Human
Genome Research (NCHGR), which was established in 1989 to carry out the role of the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) in the International Human Genome Project (HGP). The
HGP was developed in collaboration with the United States Department of Energy and
begun in 1990 to map the human genome. In 1993, NCHGR expanded its role on the NIH
campus by establishing the Division of Intramural Research to apply genome technologies
to the study of specific diseases. In 1996, the Center for Inherited Disease Research (CIDR)
was also established (co-funded by eight NIH institutes and centers) to study the genetic
components of complex disorders. With the human genome sequence complete since April
2003, scientists around the world have access to a database that greatly facilitates and
accelerates the pace of biomedical research.

National Governors Association

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Jason Hsieh, MPH, jhsieh@nga.org

The National Governors Association (NGA) is a public policy organization that represents the
voice of the nation’s governors. NGA was founded in 1908 for governors to discuss interstate
water problems. Since that time, governors have worked through NGA to deal with issues of
public policy and governance relating to the states. Its mission is to support the work of the
governors by providing a bipartisan forum to help shape and implement national policy and
to solve state problems.

National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute

- Bethesda, MD
- Member contact: George Mensah, george.mensah@nih.gov

The National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI) is a research institution of the National
Institutes of Health. NHLBI’s mission is to provide leadership for a national program in diseases
of the heart, blood vessels, lung, and blood; blood resources; and sleep disorders.

National Hispanic Council on Aging
- Washington DC
- Member contact: Henry Pacheco

The National Hispanic Council on Aging (NHOA) is the leading national organization
working to improve the lives of Hispanic older adults, their families and their caregivers.
Headquartered in Washington, DC, NHCOA has been a strong voice dedicated to
promoting, educating, and advocating for research, policy and practice in the areas of
economic security, health and housing for more than 30 years.
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National Institute for Medical Research

- Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
- Member contact: Sayoki Mfinanga, MD, PhD, gsmfinanga@yahoo.com

The National Institute for Medical Research (NIMR) is a parastatal service organization under
the Ministry of Health established by the Act of Parliament No. 23 of 1979 and became
operational in 1980. NIMR was empowered to take over all health research institutions in the
country, which until the demise of the East African Community (in 1977) were administered
by the East African Medical Research Council. The establishment of this institute was in
recognition by the government of the need to generate scientific data and information
required in the development of better methods and techniques of enhancing disease
management, prevention and control in the country.

National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke
- Bethesda, MD
- Member contact: Walter Koroshetz, koroshetzw@ninds.nih.gov

The National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) is a research institution of
the National Institutes of Health that studies neurological diseases. NIND’s mission is to reduce
the burden of neurological disease.

National Latina Health Network

- Bethesda, MD
- Member contact: Elena Alvarado, elena.alvarado@nlhn.net

Created in 1989, the Latinas: Partners for Health (LPH) project began with the formation of a
30-member group of Latina professional involved in public health. Its purpose was to develop
a structure and strategies to educate and involve Latina leaders in HIV prevention. The core
group of members expanded to over 1,500 women nationwide with six regional coordinators
and community collaborative networks composed of state/local health department officials,
front-line providers and professionals in the field of health, education, medicine, business and
the media. To better reflect the growth and program expansion, led to the establishment of
the National Latina Health Network (NLHN) in 1997.

National Lipid Association

- Jacksonville, FL
- Member contact: Christopher Seymour, cseymour@lipid.org

The National Lipid Association (NLA) is a nonprofit, multidisciplinary medical society focused
on enhancing the practice of lipid management in clinical medicine. The NLA represents
more than 3,500 members in the United States and provides continuing medical
education for physicians and other healthcare professionals to advance professional
development and attain certification in clinical lipidology. The NLA’s public health mission
is to help reduce deaths related to high cholesterol, and the Association defines
“clinical lipidology” as “a multidisciplinary branch of medicine focusing on lipid and
lipoprotein metabolism and their associated disorders.”
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National Stroke Association

- Englewood, CO
- Member contact: Sharon Januchowski, sjanuchowski@stroke.org

The National Stroke Association (NSA) is a nonprofit organization committed to fighting
stroke in the United States. NSA provides expertise and leadership for those at risk, suffering,
or recovering from stroke. Its mission is to reduce the incidence and impact of this lifethreatening medical condition.

New York City Department of Health

- New York, NY
- Member contact: Jenifer Clapp, jclapp@health.nyc.gov

One of the world’s oldest and largest public health agencies, the NYC Health Department
has more than 6,000 staff and serves the five boroughs of NYC. In recent years the agency
has undertaken a number of innovative initiatives, including a comprehensive tobacco
control program, the development of an electronic health record, and a range of programs
and policies to improve the healthfulness of foods. Cardiovascular disease is the leading
cause of death for men and women in NYC, representing 32% of all deaths. The NYC Health
Department has been working to encourage New Yorkers to be heart healthy through a
range of innovative public health strategies for over a decade. This includes pioneering
groundbreaking public health interventions aimed at improving the healthfulness of the food
environment in NYC, such as the restriction of trans fat in food service establishments and the
requirement for calorie labeling in chain restaurants, both of which are now being replicated
in other jurisdictions.

Novartis

- New York, NY
- Member contact: Ayo Sanderson, ayo.sanderson@novartis.com

Novartis was created in 1996 through the merger of Ciba- Geigy and Sandoz, two
companies with a rich and diverse corporate history. Throughout the years, Novartis and its
predecessor companies have discovered and developed many innovative products for
patients and consumers worldwide.
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Pan American Health Organization

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Pedro Ordunez-Garcia, ordunezp@paho.org

The Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) is an international public health agency
dedicated to improving the health and living standards of the people of the Americas. As a
part of the World Health Organization (WHO), PAHO targets the most vulnerable groups, such
as mothers and children, workers, the poor, the elderly, and refugees and displaced persons.
The organization also focuses on issues related to equity for those who lack access to health.
PAHO’s mission is to lead strategic collaborative efforts among member states and other
partners to promote equity in health, to combat disease, and to improve the quality of life
and lengthen the lives of the people of the Americas.

Partnership for Prevention

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Rose Marie Matulionis, rmatulionis@prevent.org

Partnership for Prevention (PFP) was founded in 1991 by visionaries who saw the need for an
organization dedicated to advancing “prevention as a whole” as a priority in health policy.
PFP is a membership organization of business, nonprofit organizations and government
leaders advancing evidence-based prevention in policies and practices. We seek to
increase investment in preventing disease and promoting health and to make prevention a
national priority and America a healthier nation. We seek to create a “prevention culture” in
America, where the prevention of disease and the promotion of health, based on the best
scientific evidence, is the first priority for policy makers, decision- makers and practitioners
who can make a difference in this area.

Penrose-St. Francis Health Services

- Colorado Springs, CO
- Member Contact: Margaret Sabin, Margaret.sabin@centura.com

Centura Health has a tremendous foundation of health care facilities and organizations,
along with 15,800+ highly committed, mission-centered professionals who share our ministry
and are guided by our mission to extend the healing Ministry of Christ by caring for those
who are ill and by nurturing the health of the people in our communities. At Penrose-St.
Francis Health Services and across Centura, health care is not merely a business. It’s a calling.
We celebrate the value of each person’s life by lovingly offering care to people regardless
of who they are, what they believe or where they’re from. We seek to combine finely honed
medical skills with a compassionate touch to care for the whole person, body, mind and
spirit. In this manner, we strive to create healing sanctuaries that carry on the ministry of Jesus
Christ.
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Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association
- Madison, WI
- Member contact: Sue Koob, MPA, skoob@pcna.net

The Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Association (PCNA) is a nonprofit organization for
nurses in the area of preventive cardiology. PCNA’s mission is to develop and promote nurses
as leaders in the prevention of cardiovascular disease.

Preventive Health Partnerships – ACS, ADA, AHA

- Atlanta, GA
- Member contact: K. Joanne Pike joanne.pike@cancer.org

The American Cancer Society, American Diabetes Association and American Heart
Association have joined together in a historic collaboration to encourage the prevention
and early detection of cancer, diabetes, heart disease and stroke. “Everyday Choices
For A Healthier Life” is a joint initiative with the goal of stimulating improvements in disease
prevention and early detection by increasing public awareness about healthy lifestyles,
increasing the focus on prevention among healthcare providers, and supporting legislative
action to increase funding for and access to prevention programs and research.

ProCor (A program of the Lown Foundation)

- Brookline, MA
- Member contact: Jessica Gottsegen, jgottsegen@partners.org

ProCor is an ongoing, email and Web-based electronic conference aimed at addressing the
epidemic of cardiovascular diseases in the developing world. The goal of ProCor is to create
a dynamic international forum where health care providers, researchers, public health
workers, and the general public can share timely information and participate in raising
awareness about this emerging public health challenge. ProCor provides health workers in
the developing world with the single most important commodity they need to prevent heart
disease-information. A distinguished advisory committee comprised of colleagues from
internationally recognized institutions guides ProCor.

Public Health Agency of Canada

- Vancouver, BC Canada
- Member contact: Tim Hutchinson, Tim.Hutchinson@phac-aspc.gc.ca

Established by the Government of Canada, this Canadian federal agency’s mission is to
promote and protect the health of Canadians through leadership, partnership, innovation
and action in public health. The Public Health Agency of Canada works closely with
provinces and territories to keep Canadians healthy and help reduce pressures on the health
care system. The agency is focused on more effective efforts to prevent chronic diseases,
like cancer and heart disease, prevent injuries and respond to public health emergencies
and infectious disease outbreaks.
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Public Health Law Center

- St. Paul, MN
- Member contact: Doug Blanke, doug.blanke@wmitchell.edu

The Public Health Law Center is a national nonprofit legal center and a preeminent resource
on issues related to law and public health. Our team of expert attorneys helps community
leaders nationwide develop, enact, implement, enforce and defend workable policies
that will protect and improve population health and survive legal attacks. We are based
at the William Mitchell College of Law in Saint Paul, Minnesota, and are home to the legal
network supporting America’s tobacco control movement. Our mission is to help empower
community leaders and health professionals to use the law to improve health.

RTI International

- Research Triangle Park, NC
- Member contact: Justin Trodgon, jtrogdon@rti.org

RTI International is one of the world’s leading research institutes, dedicated to improving the
human condition by turning knowledge into practice. Our staff of more than 2,800 provides
research and technical expertise to governments and businesses in more than 40 countries
in the areas of health and pharmaceuticals, education and training, surveys and statistics,
advanced technology, international development, economic and social policy, energy and
the environment, and laboratory and chemistry services.

Sanofi U.S.

- Bridgewater, NJ
- Member contact: Ellen Gudewill, Ellen.gudewill@sanofi-aventis.com

Sanofi U.S., based in Bridgewater, NJ, and employing 15,000 people across the country, is
part of a leading global pharmaceutical company that discovers, develops, and produces
and markets innovative therapies that enhance people’s lives. Our extensive research and
development efforts are focused on health care challenges in cardiology, oncology and
internal medicine, as well as metabolic diseases, central nervous system disorders and
vaccines.

Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions
- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Kathy Boyd David, kbdavid@scai.org

The Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions promotes excellence in
invasive and interventional cardiovascular medicine through physician education and
representation, and the advancement of quality standards to enhance patient care.
The Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions is the primary professional
association for invasive and interventional cardiologists.
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Society of Cardiovascular Patient Care

- Dublin, OH
- Member contact: Wil Mick, wmick@scpcp.org

The Society is an international not-for-profit organization committed to leading the fight to
eliminate heart disease as the number one cause of death worldwide. SCPC focuses on
transforming cardiovascular care by assisting facilities by creating communities of excellence
that bring together quality, cost and patient satisfaction. SCPC provides the support needed
by hospitals to effectively bridge existing gaps in treatment by providing the tools, education
and support necessary to successfully navigate the changing face of health care.

StopAfib.org / American Foundation for Women’s Health
- Greenwood, TX
- Member contact: Mellanie True Hills, mhills@stopafib.org

StopAfib.org was created as part of the American Foundation for Women’s Health to
share information with other atrial fibrillation patients and provide you with information and
answers to your questions. StopAfib.org is a patient-to-patient resource to help you control
your atrial fibrillation so it doesn’t rule your life. Though atrial fibrillation impacts women
and their families, we’re not here just for women, but for anyone - patients, families, and
caregivers - dealing with the life-changing impact of atrial fibrillation.

Sudden Cardiac Arrest Association

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Richard Brown, rbrown@suddencardiacarrest.org

The Sudden Cardiac Arrest Association (SCAA) is an organization singularly focused on
sudden cardiac arrest. SCAA identifies and unites survivors, those at risk of sudden cardiac
arrest, as well as others who are interested in being advocates on SCAA issues in their
communities and beyond. Our membership is dedicated to promoting solutions to prevent
sudden cardiac death, including increased awareness, immediate bystander action, public
access to defibrillation (PAD), cardiovascular disease prevention, and access to preventative
therapies. By sharing information, resources and experiences in promoting policy changes
and community programs, SCAA aims to prevent loss of life from sudden cardiac arrest.
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U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Emmeline Ochiai, emmeline.ochiai@hhs.gov

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is the United States government’s
principal agency for protecting the health of all Americans and providing essential human
services, especially for those who are least able to help themselves. HHS works closely with
state and local governments, and many HHS-funded services are provided at the local level
by state or county agencies, or through private sector grantees. The Department’s programs
are administered by 11 operating divisions, including eight agencies in the U.S. Public Health
Service and three human services agencies. The department includes more than 300
programs, covering a wide spectrum of activities. In addition to the services they deliver, the
HHS programs provide for equitable treatment of beneficiaries nationwide, and they enable
the collection of national health and other data.

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Ischemic Heart Disease Quality
Enhancement Research Initiative
- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Michael Ho, Michael.Ho@va.gov

The mission of the U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs is to fulfill President Lincoln’s promise
“To care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan” by
serving and honoring the men and women who are America’s veterans. The vision of the
agency is to provide veterans the world-class benefits and services they have earned - and
to do so by adhering to the highest standards of compassion, commitment, excellence,
professionalism, integrity, accountability, and stewardship.

U.S. Food and Drug Administration

- Silver Spring, MD
- Member contact: Helene Clayton-Jeter, helene.clayton-jeter@fda.hhs.gov

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is an agency within the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. It consists of the Office of the Commissioner and four directorates
overseeing the core functions of the agency: Medical Products and Tobacco, Foods and
Veterinary Medicine, Global Regulatory Operations and Policy, and Operations. FDA is
responsible for:
• Protecting the public health by assuring the safety, effectiveness, quality, and security
of human and veterinary drugs, vaccines and other biological products, and medical
devices. The FDA is also responsible for the safety and security of most of our nation’s
food supply, all cosmetics, dietary supplements and products that give off radiation.
• Regulating tobacco products
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U.S. Public Health Service, Region V

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Angela Botticella FAHA, angela.botticella@hhs.gov

The US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is the United States government’s
principal agency for protecting the health of all Americans and providing essential human
services, especially for those who are least able to help themselves. HHS has a Headquarters
office and 10 Regional Offices that serve states and local organizations.

University of Michigan Center for Value-Based Insurance Design
- Ann Arbor, MI
- Member contact: Mark Fendrick, amfen@med.umich.edu

The University of Michigan Center for Value-Based Insurance Design (V-BID Center) leads in
research, development, and advocacy for innovative health benefit plans.

Women In Government

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Brenna Kehew, bkehew@womeningovernment.org

Women In Government is a national 501(c)(3), nonprofit, bi-partisan organization of
women state legislators providing leadership opportunities, networking, expert forums,
and educational resources to address and resolve complex public policy issues. Women
In Government leads the nation with a bold, courageous, and passionate vision that
empowers and mobilizes all women legislators to effect and sound policy.

WomenHeart

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: Lisa M. Tate, ltate@womenheart.org

WomenHeart is the only national organization dedicated to promoting women’s heart
health through advocacy, education and patient support. As the leading voice for the
42 million American women living with or at risk of heart disease, WomenHeart advocates
for equal access to quality care and provides information and resources to help women
take charge of their heart health. Since our inception, WomenHeart—founded by three
women heart attack survivors who transformed the isolation, confusion and ignorance about
women’s heart disease into a rallying call to save women’s lives—has been at the forefront
of providing support services to women with heart disease and educating policymakers,
health professionals and the public about the urgent need to make women’s heart health a
priority.

61

Women Heart Alliance

- Washington, DC
- Member contact: British Robinson, brobinson@womensheartalliance.org

The Women’s Heart Alliance (WHA) was formed to raise awareness, encourage action and
drive new research to fight women’s heart disease. It’s a unique collaboration between
two of America’s leading medical institutions—the Barbra Streisand Women’s Heart Center
at Cedars-Sinai Heart Institute and the Ronald O. Perelman Heart Institute at NewYorkPresbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical Center—and two major philanthropists and
leaders in business and entertainment, Barbra Streisand and Ronald O. Perelman.

World Hypertension League

- Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada
- Member contact: Mark Niebylski, ceo@whleague.org

The objectives of the World Hypertension League are to promote the detection, control
and prevention of arterial hypertension in populations. The World Hypertension League
is a federation of leagues, societies, and other national bodies devoted to this goal.
Individual membership is not possible. The thrust of the WHL’s action is in liaison with the
member organizations, promoting the exchange of information among them, and offering
internationally applicable methods and programs for hypertension control. Bringing together
and stimulating organizations committed to the control of hypertension is the goal and raison
d’etre of the WHL. The WHL is a division of the International Society of Hypertension (ISH), and
is in official relations with the World Health Organization (WHO). WHL was founded in 1984
with seven national organizations. In 2013 the WHL includes 76 regular member organizations,
16 associate member organizations, for a total of 92 WHL member organizations.

World Stroke Organization

- Geneva, Switzerland
- Member contact: Mia Grupper, admin@world-stroke.org

The mission of the World Stroke Organization (WSO) is to provide access to stroke care
and to promote research and teaching in this area that will improve the care of stroke
victims throughout the world by 1) promoting prevention and care of persons with stroke
and vascular dementia; 2) fostering the best standards of practice; 3) educating, in
collaboration with other international, public, and private organizations; and 4) facilitating
clinical research. The WSO will work to increase visibility and credibility of its activities among
stroke clinicians, researchers, other health professionals, international professional and lay
organizations, and the general public. This will be accomplished through publications,
surveys, campaigns, a website and cooperation with other medical and lay organizations.
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YMCA

- Chicago, IL
- Member contact: Katie Clarke Adamson, katie.adamson@ymca.net

The YMCA is an inclusive organization of men, women and children joined together by a
shared commitment to nurturing the potential of kids, promoting healthy living and fostering
a sense of social responsibility. Together, the nation’s more than 2,500 YMCAs are the largest
not-for- profit community service organizations in America, working to meet the health and
social service needs of 18.9 million men, women, and children in 10,000 communities in the
United States. With a mission to put Christian principles into practice through programs that
build a healthy spirit, mind and body for all, our impact is felt when an individual makes a
healthy choice, when a mentor inspires a child and when a community comes together for
the common good.

YoungStroke, Inc.

- Conway, SC
- Member contact: Amy Edmunds, amy.edmunds@youngstroke.org

YoungStroke’s mission is to advocate unmet needs of young stroke survivors under 65 and
their caregivers. We accomplish our mission through research and education. YoungStroke’s
mission addresses the increasing prevalence of stroke among young adults in American
where one in five strokes occur among those between 20-55 (according to the American
Heart Association, 2013). Drive by epidemics of hypertension, diabetes and obesity, this
demographic is an emerging population with distinctive needs from geriatric survivors. It is
imperative to work collaboratively to change the public’s view of stroke as merely an elderly
affliction.
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The Million Hearts® Initiative
Million Hearts® (http://millionhearts.hhs.gov/) is a national initiative to prevent
1 million heart attacks and strokes in the U.S. by 2017. Launched by the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services in September 2011, it aligns existing
efforts, as well as creates new programs, to improve health across communities and
help Americans live longer, more productive lives. The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, co-leaders of Million
Hearts® within HHS, are working alongside other federal agencies and private-sector
organizations to make a long-lasting impact against cardiovascular disease.
Million Hearts® aims to prevent heart disease and stroke by:
• Improving access to effective care.
• Improving the quality of care for the ABCS.
• Focusing clinical attention on the prevention of heart attack and stroke.
• Activating the public to lead a heart-healthy lifestyle.
• Improving the prescription and adherence to appropriate medications
for the ABCS.
The Million Hearts® initiative will focus, coordinate, and enhance cardiovascular
disease prevention activities across the public and private sectors in an
unprecedented effort to prevent 1 million heart attacks and strokes by 2017 and
demonstrate to the American people that improving the health system can save
lives. Million Hearts® will scale-up proven clinical and community strategies to
prevent heart disease and stroke across the nation.
The Million Hearts® initiative will focus, coordinate, and enhance cardiovascular
disease prevention activities across the public and private sectors in an
unprecedented effort to prevent 1 million heart attacks and strokes by 2017 and
demonstrate to the American people that improving the health system can save
lives. Million Hearts® will scale-up proven clinical and community strategies to
prevent heart disease and stroke across the nation.
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Becoming a Million Hearts® Partner
Million Hearts® Partners are organizations that make a formal commitment to the initiative
to help prevent 1 million heart attacks and strokes by 2017. This formal commitment includes
concise and specific action steps that the organization proposes to conduct in support of
the Million Hearts® initiative, with explicit timelines for completion, measurable results, and
rationale for how it will help support the goal. For more information, please contact John
Clymer (john. clymer@nationalforum.org).

National Forum Members / Million Hearts® Partners

Thirty-four National Forum Members are also Million Hearts® Partners. They include:
• Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics
• Alliance for Aging Research
• American Association of Cardiovascular
and Pulmonary Rehabilitation
• American College of Cardiology
• American College of Preventive
Medicine
• American Heart Association/American
Stroke Association
• American Medical Group Foundation
• American Public Health Association
• American Society for Preventive
Cardiology
• American Society of Hypertension
• Association of Black Cardiologists, Inc.
• Association of State and Territorial
Health
• Official
• Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention
• Consortium for Southeastern
Hypertension Control
• Directors of Health Promotion and
Education
• FH Foundation
• Health Resources and Services
Administration
• Indian Health Service
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• Mended Hearts
• National Association of Chronic
Disease Directors
• National Association of County and
City
• Health Official
• National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute
• National Institute for Neurological
Disorders and Stroke
• National Lipid Association
• National Stroke Association
• New York City Department of Health
• Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses
Assoc.
• Society of Cardiovascular Patient Care
• U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services
• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
Ischemic Heart Disease Quality
Enhancement Research Initiative
• U.S. Food and Drug Administration,
Office of Women’s Health
• WomenHeart
• YMCA
• YoungStroke, Inc.

Key Moments in Our History
2015: Advancing the ABCS of Prevention
• New members were welcomed into the National Forum include American Medical
Women’s Association, Florida Department of Health, National Council on Aging,
City of Green Bay.
• Million Hearts® initiative was promoted through collaborations with the American
Heart Association, Association of State and Territorial Health Officials and National
Association of County and City Health Officials. Webinars with national researchers
and consultants and podcasts with Million Heart® Hypertension Challenge Control
Champions on blood pressure and cholesterol control were taped with clinicians
discussing how to improve the ABCS via environmental and clinical systems change
in the community and health care settings using evidenced based interventions.
• World Heart Day events were launched in the US for the second year during
September 2015. Events were held in Indianapolis with the “Just One Thing”
campaign, Green Bay with a “Move with the Mayor” event and New Orleans with a
“Managing Cholesterol Dinner and Learn”.
• Cholesterol Awareness Initiative is in planning stages to be launched in several local
communities during 2016. The initiative will focus on creating awareness among
women and their children about cholesterol and talking with health care providers
regarding risks, screening and testing.
• The Stronger Hearts Helpline launched in February 2015 as a free, bilingual heart
failure support service to residents in San Bernardino County, CA via a 211 call line.
• FDA formally announced its partnership with the National Forum to increase
medication adherence among patients at risk for heart attacks, transient ischemic
attacks and other cardiac events in theFDAVoice.
• Held the 13th National Forum, with the theme “Advancing the ABCS of Prevention”
on October 21, 2015, in Washington, DC.

2014: Collaborating for Impact
• Welcomed the following new members: Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, FH
Foundation, Healthy Caribbean Coalition, Indian University of Health
• Released the Public Health Action Plan to Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke: TenYear Update in March 2014.
• During June and July 2014, worked with the American Heart Association and
Association of State and Territorial Health Officials to host several webinars on the
Million Hearts® initiative, focusing on blood pressure control and taped 4 podcasts
with clinicians, discussing how to improve the ABCS via environmental and clinical
systems change in the community and health care settings.
• National Forum Executive Director John Clymer was the keynote speaker at the
National Innovative Communities Conference in August 2014.
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• Launched the first World Heart Day in the US during September 2014, working in
Indianapolis and Chicago. Community leaders launched the World Health Day Walk
with Winnie in Indianapolis to walk 2,000 steps with Indianapolis First Lady Winnie Ballard,
and the Healthy Chicago, Healthy Hearts plan to prevent heart disease in Chicagoans.
• The Stronger Hearts Helpline is created to launch in February 2015 as a free, bilingual
heart failure support service to residents in San Bernardino County, CA via a 211 call line.
• Held the 12th National Forum, with the theme “Collaborating for Impact” on October
22, 2014, in Washington, DC.

2013: Sharing Success: Idea, Insights and Innovations
• National Forum joins the Healthy Caribbean Coalition and World Health Federation
• The Policy Depot was featured in a Stanford Social Innovation Review article called
the “Ten Technology Trends to Watch.”
• An editorial in the Journal 2013 edition of the Circulation written by National Forum
Surveillance Team members called for a national surveillance system that monitors
heart disease and stroke incidence in the U.S.
• The National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention collaborated with the
Global Smokefree Partnership to bring more than 150 smokefree resources onto the
Policy Depot.
• The National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention was mentioned in a
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s article on the Community Preventive Services
Task Force’s recent report to Congress.
• On behalf of the National Forum, Randy Kirkendall, of ICF International, participated
in the Cardiovascular Biomarker Standardization Symposium in Atlanta, GA on May
15th. The symposium focused on delivering cost-effective, high- quality patient care
through accurate and reliable laboratory testing.
• In an ongoing effort to expand its scope, health equity related policies have been
added to the Policy Depot. The current health equity policies on the Policy Depot
include: awareness about health disparities, community engagement and capacity
building, access to healthcare, cultural competency, and sharing health equity
research.
• The National Forum and the American Heart Association hosted a webinar on the
Million Hearts® initiative as well as recent developments to address sodium in the
United States.
• The 11th National Forum, with the theme Sharing Success: Ideas, Insights and
Innovations, was held October 9, 2013, in Washington, DC.

2012: Working Together: Policies, Partners and Action
• “Translating Clinical Preventive Services into Coverage for Essential Health
Benefit and Exchanges” meeting in Washington, DC, on January 18 which included
presentations by representatives from the American Heart Association, Employee
Benefit Research Institute, and Partnership for Prevention.
• The National Forum and the American College of Occupational and Environmental
Medicine (ACOEM) hosted a Million Hearts webinar Improving Workplace
Cardiovascular Health: A Collaboration Between Employers and Government
Initiatives on February 8.
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• Health Equity Advisory Meeting held in Washington, DC, with representatives from 25
for-profit non-profit and governmental agencies present.
• Participated in the White House Community Leaders Brief in in Cardiovascular
Health in Washington DC on February 24.
• The Sodium Reduction Advisory Meeting met for the first time on February 17 in
Washington, DC with 12 participants representing 9 national organizations to kick-off the
planning process for the strategic priority.
• National Forum Logic Model created
• Presented on the Policy Depot at the World College of Cardiology meeting.
• Added two new board members (representing for-profit companies) and one federal
liaison representing the Indian Health Service.
• Became a Million Hearts Partner
• The National Forum launched a new website where members can better interact with
one another.
• Dr. Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC, FAHA, FASH, FNLA (Professor of Clinical Medicine,
Tulane University/ Association of Black Cardiologists) becomes the fourth National Forum
Chair
• John M. Clymer becomes the new Executive Director for the National Forum
• The National Forum establishes its office in Washington, DC
• The 10th National Forum, with the theme Working Together: Policies, Partners and
Action, was held October 16 – 18, 2012, in Washington, DC.

2011: Transforming Leadership, Policy and Practice: A Partnership of Leaders
• A restructuring plan was implemented in January 2011 to increase efficiencies and
achieve greater effectiveness.
• 15 new member organizations join, including the National Forum’s firs private-sector
companies, firs non-cardio focused organization, and several other nonprofits which
include: Sanofi C-Change, the American Public Health Association (APHA), the
American College of Cardiology
• National Forum presented its firs policy education webinar with a focus on protection of
the National Prevention Fund
• National Forum presented a webinar in September on the impact of the IOM
surveillance recommendations on population health.
• Transforming Leadership, Policy and Practice: A Partnership of Leaders was the theme
of this year’s annual meeting which was successful in educating and providing
networking and collaboration opportunities to the more than 130 participants from more
than 50 organizations.
• 2011 National Forum Leadership Roundtable at the American Heart Association (AHA)
Scientific Sessions created a “space and place” for a multi-sector input session
addressing sodium reduction
• National Forum joined several groups, including the National Salt Reduction Initiative
(NSRI), the National Quality Forum (NQF), and the NCD Alliance
• National Forum added its firs for-profit members to the Board of Directors
• National Forum launched its 2020 Goal and Strategic Priorities
• Development Committee established
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2010: Creating the Will for a Heart Healthy and Stroke Free Society
• Articles of Incorporation filed establishing National Forum as a non-profit organization
on February 15, 2010
• Op-Ed: National Forum Calls for Collective Will and More Funding to Fight Hypertension
• Unveiled new format for the Forum’s website
• Response issued to the Institute of Medicine report on hypertension, calling for increased
funding for national surveillance system and stakeholder collaborations
• Coordinating Board becomes the Board of Directors
• Dr. Thomas Pearson (University of Rochester) becomes the third National Forum Chair
• National Forum Bylaws updated to strengthen the organization’s governance model
• Mission Committee established
• National Forum attained tax exempt status and is officially designated a 501(c)(3)
organization by the IRS in July
• Inaugural Leadership Roundtable occurred at the American Heart Association (AHA)
Scientific Session and created a “space and place” for a multi-sector input session
focused on the National Health Promotion and Prevention Strategy
• 8 new member organizations joined

2009: Seizing Opportunities
• Established Philip Poole-Wilson Digital Library
• Policy statement issued on biomarkers
• Op-ed released outlining unacceptable global capacity to prevent CVD
• 7th National Forum steps into the policy arena by focusing its plenary sessions on
three of the biggest health policy issues of the day: health reform and the importance of
prevention, cardiovascular disease surveillance and sodium in food
• National Forum conducted firs Business Meeting
• National Forum initiated awards program to recognize national leaders in public
health prevention for heart disease and stroke
• National Forum received firs educational grant from Sanofi to serve as public health
advisor for AF Stat (atrial fibrillation
• National Forum transitioned from the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors
to Danya International Inc.
• National Forum convened a Global Summit on Education and Training in Heart Disease
and Stroke Prevention, October 15-16, 2009
• National Forum developed a Membership Marketing Strategy
• National Forum Webinar on Applied Epidemiology Competencies, October 20, 2009
• The National Forum participated in a National Public Health Stakeholders meeting on
Sodium Reduction
• National Forum invited to participate on the Health Resources and Services
Administration’s Office of Women’s Health Heart Attack Campaign Expert Panel
• National Forum hires first Executive Director, Keith Mason
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2008: At the Nexus of Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention
• Partnership with the National Association of County and City Health Officials to host a
town hall featuring the documentary “Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making Us Sick?”
• Ratification of A Policy Framework Statement for Regional and Global Partnerships
• Release of white paper entitled Capacity Building, Professional Competencies, and
Voluntary Accreditation as Related to Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention
• Issued policy statements on the importance of CVD prevention as essential component
of health care reform, the importance of heart disease and stroke prevention as
essential elements of health care reform, and the establishment of a national
surveillance unit for prevention and management of heart disease and stroke
• 2008 A Public Health Action Plan to Prevention Heart Disease and Stroke Supplement
and Update published
• Mark Schoeberl (AHA) becomes the second National Forum Chair
• Operating Principles and Four Year Business Goals and Strategies established
• National Forum file public comment on Issue of Salt in Food with the US FDA
• Release of an Abbreviated State Planning Index for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention
for use by state-based programs and their partners

2007: Making the Connections: Science, Policy, and Action
• Essential Features of a Surveillance System to Support Prevention and Management of
Heart Disease and Stroke is published in January 2, 2007 issue of Circulation
• Action Update bi-monthly newsletter begins
• Annual plans for Implementation Group work established
• National Forum key messages established
• Publication of the National Forum Reader on Economics
• Development of Operating Principles and Four Year Business Goals and Strategies
• Website launched
• Work begins on supplement and update to the Action Plan
• A State of the Science: Evaluation of Policy and Environmental Change for Heart
Disease and Stroke Prevention meeting was held August 27-28, 2007

2006: Building Momentum
• Video and archive project are launched to document organization’s activities; first
National Forum DVD is produced and distributed
• Official signing ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding for the Healthy People
2010 Partnership
• First meeting of National Forum Coordinating Board on January 30-31, 2006
• Dr. Darwin R. Labarthe (CDC) is the first National Forum Chair
• Operating Polices are adopted, April 3, 2006
• The National Association of Chronic Disease Directors was awarded a cooperative
agreement in July to provide staffing administrative support and an organization home
for the National Forum
• The National Forum is made up of a coordinating board, executive committee, resource
committee, membership committee and seven implementation groups
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2005: Taking Action
• Focus groups are conducted to gauge knowledge and create concept mapping for
the Action Plan

2004: Setting Priorities
• Second National Forum is held; meetings are held annually from this year forward

2003: Launching the Plan
•CDC publishes the Action Plan; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson releases the Action Plan
• 25,000 copies of the Action Plan are distributed
• 2002: Coming Together for a Common Cause
• Ten panels finalize content of the Action Plan
• First meeting of the group which becomes the National Forum
• 1998-2001: Laying the Groundwork
• (1998) Congress awards appropriation to CDC, establishing a state heart disease and
stroke prevention program
• Establishment of Healthy People 2010 Partnership for Heart Disease and Stroke
Prevention
• First work group meets to plan A Public Health Action Plan to Prevent Heart Disease and
Stroke (Action Plan)
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Appendix
The Appendix includes the following materials:
National Forum Action Plan Framework
The Public Health Action Plan to Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke: Ten Year Update –
Seven Immediate Action Priorities for 2014 and Beyond
Be One in a Million Hearts®
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National Forum Action Plan Framework
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Notes
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Annual Meeting Sponsors
We gratetfully acknowledge the generous support of our 13th Annual Meeting sponsors.

Gold Sponsor

Silver Sponsor

Bronze Sponsor

Networking Breakfast Sponsor

