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David R. Zook, JD
Principal & Chair
FaegreBD Consulting
Dave Zook is an advisor to the private and public sectors on
federal budgetary, legislative and regulatory matters. His
practice focuses on public policy and funding initiatives in the
health, higher education and research arenas. As Chair of
FaegreBD Consulting, he leads the development of the firm’s
interdisciplinary, sector-focused services. In addition, Dave
serves as the office leader of the Washington, DC office of
Faegre Baker Daniels LLP. Dave has a two-decade record of
client accomplishments with Congress and the Executive Branch.
He has directed complex federal relations initiatives for private
sector companies, trade and voluntary associations, hospitals,
universities and local governments. Several of those projects
have involved building and operating nationwide coalitions.
Dave’s background includes serving as associate counsel to
the U.S. House Appropriations Committee where he focused on
research programs across the National Labs. Dave also worked
in legislative and communications positions for two members of Congress. Later, he served
as a senior executive of a national health organization where he established a public policy
group. Dave is Vice Chair for the National Forum’s Board of Directors.

Hon. Ruben Pineda
Mayor
City of West Chicago
A 54-year resident of West Chicago, Mayor Ruben Pineda’s
record of public service began in 1998 when he was appointed
to fill a vacant City Council seat in West Chicago’s Third Ward.
He has been Mayor since 2012 and has contributed to such
initiatives as the community’s state-of-the-art water treatment
facility, Educare, Habitat for Humanity, several annexations and
the establishment of a Quiet Zone negotiated with the Canadian
National Railroad. He and his wife Julie have been involved with
the American Diabetes Association and the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation for the past 12 years. Most recently, Mayor
Pineda has been instrumental in successfully launching Healthy
West Chicago, a citywide initiative to increase healthy eating
and physical activity.
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Jill Birnbaum, JD
Vice President, State Advocacy and Public Health
American Heart Association
Jill Birnbaum is an advocate for nutrition, tobacco control, and
health care reform policy who has worked at the federal, state,
and local levels. After beginning locally in Minnesota, she is
now the Vice President of State Advocacy and Public Health
at the American Heart Association. Her grassroots experience,
combined with her national role, gives her unique insights into
public health policy at all levels of government. Jill currently
serves as the Executive Director of Voices for Healthy Kids, a
unique advocacy collaboration between the American Heart
Association and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation working
to engage, organize and mobilize people to improve the
health of their communities and reverse the childhood obesity
epidemic. In addition, she serves as the principle investigator
on two CDC-funded projects at the AHA: The Collaboration to
Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke (DHDSP) and National Implementation and Dissemination/
National Organizations (DCH).

Laura Gordon
General Manager
Edelman
As the leader of Edelman’s Health practice in Washington,
Laura Gordon is responsible for managing a team of
specialists who work with clients to communicate their
messages to target audiences, build relationships with
advocacy organizations and other health stakeholders,
and help shape policies that support access to services
and products. Her work on the policy front includes raising
awareness of under-recognized medical conditions,
advocating for clients in the face of proposed legislative
restrictions and enhancing clients’ corporate image inside
the Beltway. Laura has worked extensively with advocacy
groups and scientific opinion leaders to build awareness of
disorders and fight not only for their proper treatment, but
also for more research that could lead to new treatments.
Laura also oversees Edelman’s Federal Government Services
practice, which includes work for the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration and the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality.
An Ohio native who now resides in Bethesda, Md., Laura graduated magna cum laude with
a B.A. in journalism from Kent State University in Ohio. In addition to her role as SecretaryTreasurer of the National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention, she serves as vice
president of the board of the American Pharmacists Association Foundation.
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