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Unseen and Untreated: Confronting the Connections  
Between Heart and Kidney Disease – A Call to Action 

 
Convening II: May 12, 2026 

1:00 - 3:30 pm EDT 
 

Building on the initial convening on March 12, 2026, Convening II focuses on accelerating uptake of the 
Heart-Kidney Health Call to Action. Participants will share progress, highlight emerging collaborations, 
and explore practical strategies to better identify and address the often-overlooked connection 
between cardiovascular and kidney disease. Featuring organizational updates, state and clinical 
innovations, and an interactive open forum, the convening emphasizes moving from discussion to 
coordinated action and stakeholder commitment. 

 
Welcome  
 
John M. Clymer, Meeting Facilitator  
Executive Director, National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention 
 

• Highlights of March Kidney-Heart Health Convening I 

o A Call to Action to Improve Heart and Kidney Health 

Strategies     

1. Elevate recognition of the connections among hypertension, family history of 

CKD, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and kidney disease among people at risk 

and clinicians in a variety of care settings, including primary-care clinics, 

emergency departments, and minute clinics. 

2. Increase screening, early diagnosis, and treatment of CKD in high-risk patients: 

those with hypertension/CVD and/or diabetes. 

3. Ensure policies are in place to support screening, early diagnosis, and treatment 

of CKD and connection to treatment pathways when needed. 

 

• Recent kidney-heart health convenings and related themes 
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Organizations with recently aligned work 
 

• American Diabetes Association: Jill Ladd, MPH, RDN, LD, Associate Director, Professional 
Engagement  

• American Society of Preventive Cardiology: Chris Brine, Managing Director 
 

Moving forward: Taking up the Call to Action 
 

• National Kidney Foundation 
Miriam Godwin, Vice President of Health Policy 

 

• Connecting Heart and Kidney Health in Texas: State Approaches to Integrated Care 
o Texas Health and Human Services Commission 

▪ Benedicta Anikputa, PhD, MPH, RN, Clinical Policy & Development 
Coordinator 

▪ Hanan Alwan, MPH, MPH, Policy Specialist, CKD Task Force Liaison, Specialty 
Health, Health and Independence  

o Texas Department of State Health Services 
▪ Tess Kucera, MPH, MS, CHES, Program Specialist IV, Community Health 

Improvement Division, Chronic Disease Unit | Heart Disease & Stroke 
Program 

 

• Pharmacists and Kidney Screening  
o Ben Bluml, RPh, Executive Director and SVP, Research & Innovation 

American Pharmacists Association Foundation  
 

Open forum and Q&A 
 
We invite you to briefly share your organization’s response to the Call to Action. Please use the Q&A 
button and provide your name & organization to alert the facilitator that you want to speak. We will let 
you know when it is your turn and set you up to turn on your camera and mic to present for up to two 
minutes. We value your engagement. 
 

Open Forum 
 
Pre-scheduled participants: 

• Preventive Cardiovascular Nurses Assoc: Sue Koob, Chief Executive Officer 

• Texas Kidney Foundation: Kevin L. Smith, MBA, Chairman of the Board 

• WomenHeart: Celina Gorre, Chief Executive Officer 

• Wisconsin Collaborative for Healthcare Quality: Jen Koberstein, Manager 
 
Open time for additional meeting participants 

 

Q & A 
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Next steps – Mobilizing commitment to the Call to Action 
 
Signing the Call to Action: 
 

• Signals that your organization is committed to closing the gap between the large numbers of 
people at high risk for kidney disease and the low number who are screened, diagnosed, and 
treated. 

• Adds your organization’s voice to the collective message that the U.S. must improve early 
diagnosis and treatment for people with heart and kidney disease. 

• Opens opportunities to align and connect your organization’s efforts with multiple organizations 
for maximum impact. 

• A Commitment Packet will be sent later this month to support your review of the Call to Action 
to improve heart and kidney health.  The packet will include a concise executive summary, Board 
briefing materials, a clear overview of the commitment, a flexible menu of actions, and ready-
to-use tools—such as a sample Board resolution, communications resources, and a simple sign-
on process. It will be designed to make participation straightforward while enabling meaningful 
impact.  

 
 
 

 
The National Forum is grateful to be able to provide this event 

to you at no charge, thanks to our sponsor: 
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A Call to Action to Improve Heart and Kidney Health 
May 12, 2026 

 
 
This Call to Action reflects a shared commitment and invites organizations to take action to 

increase early detection and treatment of kidney disease in people with hypertension, family 

history of CKD, cardiovascular disease, and/or diabetes to prevent disease progression and 

improve people’s health in every part of the nation.  

Strategies 
 

1. Elevate recognition of the connections among hypertension, family history of CKD, 
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and kidney disease among people at risk and clinicians 
in a variety of care settings, including primary-care clinics, emergency departments, and 
minute clinics. 

2. Increase screening, early diagnosis, and treatment of CKD in high-risk patients: those 
with hypertension/CVD and/or diabetes. 

3. Ensure policies are in place to support screening, early diagnosis, and treatment of CKD 
and connection to treatment pathways when needed. 

 
Strategy #1: Elevate recognition of the connections among hypertension, family history of 
CKD, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, and kidney disease among people at risk and clinicians 
in a variety of care settings, including primary-care clinics, emergency departments, and 
minute clinics.  
 

 Update and incorporate education about the disease connections and consequences 
into: 

o Medical school education and training.  
o Primary care training and certification.  
o Pharmacist education and training.  
o Community Health Worker training.  
o Dietetics education and training. 

 Increase efforts to educate people at high risk and provide them with tools to seek 
screening. 

o Expand access to care/screening through community navigation. 

 Leverage primary-care electronic systems (EHRs, etc.) to identify at-risk patients and 
proactively bring them into care. 
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Strategy #2: Increase screening, early diagnosis, and treatment of CKD in high-risk patients.  
 

 Amplify/elevate knowledge of existing CKD screening guidelines among primary-care 
clinicians, and improve primary-care clinician confidence in treating and managing early-
stage disease (e.g., lifestyle changes, importance of treating albuminuria). 

 Expand and leverage dietetics education and training. 

 Leverage technology to make CKD screening a primary-care routine. 
o HR prompts, standing orders, workflow design. 

 Drive screening of high-risk patients by non-MD prescribers – e.g., physician assistants, 
nurse practitioners, pharmacists -- and leverage team-based care. 

 
 
Strategy #3: Ensure policies are in place to support screening, early diagnosis, and treatment 
of CKD and connection to treatment pathways when needed.  
 

 Amplify the return on investment to public and private payers to support provider 
reimbursement. (Reduction in comorbidities, dialysis costs, hospitalizations and 
readmissions, overall downstream costs.) 

 Implement quality measures that incentivize early diagnosis and management of CKD. 
Quality measures could be advanced at the state level until they are adopted at the 
national level. 

 Establish a unique ICD-10 code to improve integrated care, quality measurement, and 
reimbursement. 

 Incorporate CKD prevention and management into CMS alternative payment models to 
incentivize quality care. 

 Use telehealth pathways and provide clear, plain-language results and next steps to 
patients following testing and diagnosis. 
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Resources 
 

If you have additional resources related to kidney and heart health that would benefit our  
Call to Action, please place the link in the meeting chat box or  

email links/resources to info@nationalforum.org. 
 
 
American Diabetes Association 

• Chronic Kidney Disease 
 
American College of Cardiology 

• 2025 Guideline for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation and Management of High 
Blood Pressure in Adults: A Report of the American College of Cardiology/American 
Heart Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines 

 
American Society for Preventive Cardiology  

• Chronic kidney disease screening to reduce cardiovascular risk: a call to action 
 
American Heart Association 

• 2025 AHA/ACC/AANP/AAPA/ABC/ACCP/ACPM/AGS/AMA/ASPC/NMA/PCNA/SGIM 
Guideline for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation and Management of High Blood 
Pressure in Adults: A Report of the American College of Cardiology/American Heart 
Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines 

• Cardiovascular-Kidney-Metabolic Health: A Presidential Advisory From the American 
Heart Association 

• CKM Health for Professionals (toolkits, micro-learnings, podcasts, app/tools, educational 
resources) 

• Cardiovascular- Kidney-Metabolic Connection Survey 

• 2026 Diabetes Awareness Statistics  

• PREVENT Online Calculator – Estimate your individual risk 

• Life’s Essential 8 
 

American Diabetes Association 

• Chronic Kidney Disease (Nephropathy) 
 

American Kidney Fund 

• Test to Know Your Kidneys 

• Know Your Patients  

• Matters of the Heart and Kidneys 
 

American Pharmacists Association Foundation 

• Project IMPACT: Diabetes Prevention 

mailto:info@nationalforum.org
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrFNxyaBrJpYQIA8aBXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Nj/RV=2/RE=1774484379/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.diabetes.org%2f/RK=2/RS=I5GclZAHlwhjZ1O1z4yQtpOk8Ro-
https://diabetes.org/about-diabetes/complications/chronic-kidney-disease
https://www.acc.org/
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2025.05.007
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2025.05.007
https://www.jacc.org/doi/10.1016/j.jacc.2025.05.007
https://www.aspconline.org/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666667725004556?ref=pdf_download&fr=RR-2&rr=9daf0f5fdf57000c
https://www.heart.org/
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001356
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001356
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001356
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001356
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/cir.0000000000001184
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/cir.0000000000001184
https://professional.heart.org/en/education/ckm-health-for-professionals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://professional.heart.org/en/education/ckm-health-for-professionals?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://newsroom.heart.org/news/about-9-in-10-havent-heard-of-condition-that-affects-nearly-90-of-u-s-adults
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/epub/10.1161/CIR.0000000000001412
https://professional.heart.org/en/guidelines-and-statements/prevent-calculator
http://www.heart.org/lifes8
https://diabetes.org/
https://diabetes.org/about-diabetes/complications/chronic-kidney-disease
https://www.kidneyfund.org/
https://www.nationalforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Heart20and20Kidney20Disease_8.30.24_0.pdf
https://www.kidneyfund.org/know-your-patients
https://www.kidneyfund.org/article/matters-heart-and-kidneys
http://www.aphafoundation.org/
https://www.aphafoundation.org/diabetes-prevention
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American Society of Preventive Cardiology 

• Chronic kidney disease screening to reduce cardiovascular risk: a call to action 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

• Kidney Disease Surveillance System 
 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
 
Colorado Kidney Disease Prevention and Education Task Force/University of Colorado Health 

• Creation of the Colorado Kidney Disease Prevention and Education Task Force 

• Initial Report of the Kidney Disease Task Force in Colorado 
 
Indian Health Service 

• Kidney Health 
 
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention 

• Strategic Plan 
 
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 

• Heart Disease and Kidney Disease 

• Healthy Eating for Adults with Chronic Kidney Disease 
 

National Kidney Foundation 

• The Heart and Kidney Connection 

• Cholesterol, Fats, and Heart Disease: What You Need to Know 

• Heart Failure and Kidney Disease 

• NKF Patient Journey: Chronic Kidney Disease 

• Know Your Risk Quiz 

• CKD Basics Course 

• Pharmacists and Chronic Kidney Disease 
 

Texas Chronic Kidney Disease Task Force 

• State Plan for Chronic Kidney Disease Treatment 
 

Texas Kidney Foundation 

• Extraction of Data markers of Health and Neurological Sequelae in Cardiometabolic 
Disease: An Epidemiogenetic Study using AI/ML 

 
Wisconsin Collaborative for Healthcare Quality/WCHQ Chronic Kidney Disease Advisory 
Group 

• Chronic Kidney Disease Toolkit  

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=Awrjg6piNwJqOAMAHjNXNyoA;_ylu=Y29sbwNiZjEEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA3Nj/RV=2/RE=1779739747/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2faspconline.org/RK=2/RS=o.cF.eCjIFKKpXlWBXSXAXCQcNY-
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666667725004556
https://cdc.gov/
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/kdss/AreYouAware.aspx?TopicText=Awareness&emailDate=January_2026&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.cms.gov/
https://content.leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2021a_1171_signed.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d4RANLN9cMwoeVyToiq1byM3uVt9QO-F/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ihs.gov/
https://www.ihs.gov/diabetes/clinician-resources/kidney-health/
https://www.nationalforum.org/
https://www.nationalforum.org/2025-strategic-plan/
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/kidney-disease/heart-disease
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/kidney-disease/chronic-kidney-disease-ckd/healthy-eating-adults-chronic-kidney-disease?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.kidney.org/kidney-topics/heart-and-kidney-connection
https://www.kidney.org/atoz/content/cholesterol
https://www.kidney.org/sites/default/files/Heart_Failure_and_CKD_2018.pdf
https://kidney.instilled.com/player/medium/2801865450776958574?embed=true&layout=fullscreen&overlay=false&_gl=1*4xpr39*_gcl_au*MTAwNzA4ODI4NC4xNzYxNjY5ODY1
https://www.kidney.org/kidney-quiz/
https://kidney.instilled.com/player/medium/3120007902769714975?_gl=1*17ctv9j*_gcl_au*MTAwNzA4ODI4NC4xNzYxNjY5ODY1&embed=true&layout=fullscreen&overlay=false
https://www.kidney.org/professionals/ckdintercept/pharmacists-and-chronic-kidney-disease
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fstate-plan-ckd-treatment-jan-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJulie.Harvill%40NationalForum.org%7Cd928a5f2688042f3a9f408de4e214bbe%7Ca40f22f1b0d943fea5852a8b3f9b62f4%7C0%7C0%7C639034102102910830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eItRhr2GN%2BLEbgds4B7bQc1LqL57%2BVFzBmV1sGel6Y8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hhs.texas.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fstate-plan-ckd-treatment-jan-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CJulie.Harvill%40NationalForum.org%7Cd928a5f2688042f3a9f408de4e214bbe%7Ca40f22f1b0d943fea5852a8b3f9b62f4%7C0%7C0%7C639034102102910830%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eItRhr2GN%2BLEbgds4B7bQc1LqL57%2BVFzBmV1sGel6Y8%3D&reserved=0
https://txkidney.org/
https://aesnet.org/abstractslisting/extraction-of-datamarkers-of-health-and-neurobehavioral-sequelae-in-cardiometabolic-disease-an-epidemiogenetic-study-using-ai-ml
https://aesnet.org/abstractslisting/extraction-of-datamarkers-of-health-and-neurobehavioral-sequelae-in-cardiometabolic-disease-an-epidemiogenetic-study-using-ai-ml
http://www.wchq.org/
http://www.wchq.org/
https://www.wchq.org/chronic-kidney-disease-toolkit
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Speaker Biographies 
(in order of presentation) 

 
 

John Clymer 
Executive Director 
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention 
Meeting Facilitator 
 
John Clymer leads the National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention, 
a nonpartisan, nonprofit catalyst for multi-sector collaboration to improve 
cardiovascular and metabolic health for all.  Under John’s leadership since 

2012, the National Forum has made a measurable impact on population health while increasing 
its revenues sevenfold. National Forum-led collaborations have led to 29 states enacting 
policies that expand people’s access to evidence-based healthcare, and communities in 39 
states implementing programs, policies, and infrastructure changes proven to improve health.  
Additionally, John is an adjunct assistant professor at the Loma Linda University School of Public 
Health, a guest lecturer at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, and the senior 
member of the Community Preventive Services Task Force. He has served as a subject matter 
expert at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos. 

As president of the Partnership for Prevention (2001-08), John spearheaded the successful 
advocacy campaign that secured the addition of preventive services to Medicare in 2003, 
established the National Commission on Prevention Priorities, gained recognition from Harvard 
Business Review for a “Breakthrough Idea” in workforce health, and quadrupled PfP’s revenues. 

John has conducted numerous Congressional briefings, appeared on Fox & Friends, NBC Nightly 
News, CNBC, public radio, and in print media such as The New York Times, and authored book 
chapters and articles on prevention. He served as TEDMED’s Thought Leader for Great 
Challenges: Making Prevention Popular and Profitable.  

 

Jill Ladd, MPH, RDN, LD 
Associate Director, Professional Engagement  
American Diabetes Association 
 
Jill Ladd, MPH, RDN, LD is Associate Director of Professional Engagement 
at the American Diabetes Association (ADA), where she leads expert 
engagement and the development of evidence-based education for 

healthcare professionals, including national initiatives focused on diabetes and related 
comorbidities. Grounded in nutrition and public health, Jill brings a background in advancing 
policy and translating complex regulations into practical, real-world guidance. Her previous 
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roles include administering federal Child Nutrition Programs at the state level and serving as a 
national nutrition policy analyst at the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 

 
Chris Brine 
Managing Director 
The American Society for Preventative Cardiology 
 
Chris Brine leads strategic initiatives at the intersection of clinical 
education, industry collaboration, and professional society management. 
With a background spanning pharmaceutical, medical device, and 

healthcare communications, Chris brings twenty-five years of multidisciplinary perspective to 
advancing clinician engagement and evidence-based education across the cardiovascular 
landscape. 
 
In his role as Managing Director of the American Society for Preventive Cardiology (ASPC), Chris 
provides executive leadership and operational oversight, working closely with the Board of 
Directors to guide the Society’s strategic direction, governance, and programmatic growth. He 
plays a central role in the development and execution of ASPC’s educational portfolio, including 
national congress programming, clinical initiatives, and partnerships that support the 
translation of emerging science into clinical practice. 
 
Chris has extensive experience designing and implementing high-impact educational and 
advisory programs in collaboration with leading academic institutions, professional societies, 
and industry partners. His work is characterized by a commitment to scientific integrity, 
compliance, and the delivery of clinically meaningful content that addresses real-world gaps in 
care. 
 
Through his leadership at ASPC, Chris is dedicated to advancing preventive cardiology as a 
discipline, strengthening professional communities, and improving patient outcomes through 
education, collaboration, and innovation. 
 
 

Miriam Godwin  
Vice President of Health Policy  
Miriam Godwin is a kidney donor and Vice President of Health Policy and 
Clinical Outcomes at the National Kidney Foundation. She previously led 
transformative initiatives at CMS, including the ESRD Treatment Choices 
Model, and supported groundbreaking programs like Kidney Care 
Choices. With a strong foundation in health policy, clinical trials, and 
drug development, Miriam has dedicated her career to advancing kidney 

care and increasing access to transplants. She holds a master’s degree in public policy from 
George Washington University. 
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Benedicta Anikputa, PhD, MPH, RN 
Clinical policy & Development Coordinator 
Texas Health and Human Services 
 
Dr. Benedicta Anikputa is a clinical policy & development coordinator 

with the Texas Health and Human Services Commission where she serves 

programs that provide critical support to individuals with end stage renal 

disease, hemophilia, and children with special healthcare needs. She is 

also a member of the Texas Chronic Kidney Disease Task Force, contributing her expertise to 

statewide efforts aimed at improving kidney health outcomes. She received her Ph.D. in nursing 

from The University of Texas at Austin, and an MPH from The University of Texas Health 

Science Center in Houston. 

 
 
 

Hanan Alwan, MPH 
Policy Specialist, CKD Task Force Liaison 
Specialty Health, Health and Independence 
Texas Health and Human Services Commission 
 
Hanan Alwan is a Policy Specialist with the Texas Health Human Services 

Commission, where she supports vital health programs, including the 

Kidney Health Care Program, and initiatives focused on chronic disease 

and healthcare access. Her background includes health coordination, health policy, and 

community health across federal and state programs. She holds a bachelors degree in Health and 

Society from the University of Texas at Austin, as well as a Masters of Public Health, with a 

focus on Epidemiology and Community Health, from the University of Texas at Houston Health 

Science Center. 

 

 

 

Tess Kucera, MPH, M.S., CHES 

Program Specialist IV 
Community Health Improvement Division 
Chronic Disease Unit | Heart Disease & Stroke Program 
 
Tess Kucera is a Program Specialist with the Texas Department of State 

Health Services, where she supports heart disease and stroke programs, 

including initiatives focused on cardiovascular disease prevention. Her 

professional background includes health education, motivational interviewing, and program 

planning. She holds a Master of Public Health in Community Health Education from Baylor 

University and a Master of Science in Lifestyle Health Sciences and Coaching from the 

University of North Texas Health Science Center. 
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Ben Bluml, RPh 
Executive Director and SVP, Research & Innovation  
American Pharmacists Association Foundation  
 
Benjamin Bluml is the Executive Director and Senior Vice President for 
Research & Innovation at the American Pharmacists Association (APhA) 
Foundation. Along with his 30-plus years as the principal architect for 
the clinical and technology models in the Foundation’s patient care 

programs and 12 years of pharmacy practice experience, Bluml is the author of numerous 
innovative health care software applications and professional journal publications related to his 
work on collaborative practice, health information technology, inter-disciplinary patient care, 
and quality improvement. He works with pharmacists, physicians, payers, technology 
companies, research and public health organizations across the United States to design and 
implement innovative patient-centered, team-based care programs and health care service 
delivery systems. 
 
Bluml received his Pharmacy Degree from the University of Missouri Kansas City School of 
Pharmacy. His professional passion is improving people's lives by optimizing the way health 
care is delivered. He focuses system change efforts on empowering patients, increasing 
collaboration, enhancing patient safety, improving outcomes, and reducing total costs for care. 
Bluml believes that the best way to improve health care is to put patients first, properly align 
incentives, optimize medication use, increase communication, and to effectively and securely 
exchange health information. 
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Convening Production 
 
 

Julie A. Harvill, MPA, MPH 
Director of Operations 
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention 
 
Julie Harvill is the director of operations for the National Forum. She 
oversees and manages the organization's daily operations. Working with 
the management team, she contributes to developing and implementing 

organizational strategies, programs, policies, and practices in support of the National Forum’s 
strategic plan.  She provides strategic, logistical, and management support to the Forum’s 
Board of Directors and Executive Committee and manages the Annual Meeting and Mid-Year 
Convenings.  
 
A native of Illinois, Ms. Harvill received a bachelor’s in psychology and social service from 
Bradley University in 1985, a master’s in public administration from Sangamon State University 
in 1993, and a master’s in public health from the University of Illinois at Springfield in 2001. She 
was formerly the administrator of the Illinois Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention program.    
   
Ms. Harvill was president of the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors in 2004-2005. 
She was co-chair of the Cardiovascular Health Council in 1998, president of the Illinois Society 
for Public Health Education in 1995, and Executive Council member of the Illinois Public Health 
Association from 1992–1995. She was co-chair of the National Chronic Disease Conference in 
2004 and chair of the Great Lakes Regional Cardiovascular Conference in 2003.  Ms. Harvill 
received the Community Service Award from the Illinois Department of Public Health in 1997, 
the Outstanding Leadership Award from the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors 
in 2006, and the National Forum Chair Recognition Award in 2010 for her leadership and 
actions to increase the organization's effectiveness.  From 2012-2020, Ms. Harvill served dual 
roles with the American Heart Association on the Million Hearts® Collaboration.  
 
 

Jen Childress, MS 
Director of Programs 
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention 
 
Jen Childress manages the National Forum’s Value & Access 
Collaboration and Move with the Mayor initiatives. She brings 20 years 
of experience in the field of health promotion. She co-created and 
launched HealthLead®, a comprehensive workplace and academic 

health promotion accreditation initiative that helps organizations and universities enhance their 
health and wellness management policies. 
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Jen has over a decade of leadership in private and non-profit sectors, organizing events and 
convening stakeholders, including recruiting & educating lay leaders, senior leaders, & 
community champions. In 2016, she was named one of the National Top Ten Business Women 
of the American Business Women’s Association (ABWA) for her contributions to business, 
community, and the association.  
She holds a master’s degree in health Promotion Management & certificates in Personal Fitness 
Training, Coaching & Health Education. She has authored content published in peer-reviewed 
articles and publications. 
 
 

John Bartkus 
Program Management Consultant 
Pensivia 
 
John Bartkus, Program Management Consultant of Pensivia, LLC, 
specializes in enterprise performance improvement and project/program 
management.  His 25+ years in project management across a variety of 

industries (broadcast, travel, software, healthcare, behavioral health, architecture & 
engineering, learning development, telecoms, legal, non-profit) and disciplines (marketing, 
sales, operations, IT, OD, consulting) working with companies such as British Airways, SITA, 
Freese & Nichols, Jacobs Engineering, Carter & Burgess, Carstens & Cahoon, DFW Airport, 
WFAA, AbleTo, ForeFront Telecare, and the American Heart Association.  
   
John is a Project Management Institute (PMI) Certified Project Management Professional (PMP) 
and a Certified Professional Facilitator (CPF) with the International Association of 
Facilitators.  His formal education includes a bachelor’s in applied technology and performance 
Improvement (BAAS-ATPI), and he is a former president of the Fort Worth Chapter of the 
Project Management Institute and was named PMI Chapter Leader of the Year (globally) in 
2013.  John has supported the National Forum with project management for the annual 
convening and production services to make it engage and broaden the reach/impact.  
 

 
Whitney Webber, MBA 
Event Coordinator 
National Forum for Heart Disease & Stroke Prevention 
 
Whitney Webber is a Communications and Event Coordinator for the 
National Forum. She has a BA in Communications from the University of 
Kansas and an MBA from Baker University. She has worked for the past 

decade in event planning and marketing for various associations and companies. Whitney lives 
in Lawrence, Kansas, with her daughter Grace, and spends her free time cooking and traveling. 


